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«Alere areſent 90u with-one piece of the 
. * dCounſels of God, next theſe of his 
P 25S diſpofing the erernall conditions of per- 
fons of all other the greateſt, as Which con- 

beth temporal Got or deftrudtion 

and Nations which next to his Saints 


TR as_his patience towards 
ts eas. fubpetwhic had ## beon ſet ot atoor- 
TEE Would of it felf have faln at | 

bo aye the 
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7, Repreſentative Body of this 
naxd Kms entitled it felfe to'no'other 
is dy But Providence Baving 

no it: forch 69 the Way of an ordinance of God, 
pt ach 0g, im your eares, (though rudely ) and you 
tye Pee to owne it, it is become yours by 

'f _ x v crtine that God did not bring that laſt and 
y = tion wpon: the Jews , untill all lates and 
Wok of men among#t them had conſpired againſt the 
"= his Anointed, and bis followers : nor did 
FP: PZ 2 oo 


7 ek propl lovedr ro have i it ſo: ary 
the Prop t addes What will you do in the end 
thereof ?. And: yet therein, God :did*notFerath 
much what the People ;, as what their Mt i dh 
I-faid, (ſhecking of the 'pe le-) Surely rhe 
are: theſe are fooliſh, + won 
to the SE men, but. "Tm 25.84 ni 
ALL TocGtTHER broke ON af is 
the bands. Our comfort therefars wot þ 
undone Without you, 101 you | th wt fat 
which is our GREATEST: Ivx wo Ti 
which if t this Kingdom; boul: = ft 
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" P s a Le 105. 14, 14- 
"He ſuffered no man to dec them wrong : yes, be reproved 
© © Kives for their ſakes : h 
Y $9ing, Touch not mine anoimed, —— | 
WS \He words I have read, and thoſe 
from the 10. verſe, as they hold 
S&' forth the firſt rearing of the 
"a Church of the Jews in Abraham 
and the Patriarchs , ſo,they are in- 
4 tcnded as the firſt Primitive In- 
Wu 2 tance and Originall patterne,of 
d proteRion over his people in all A- 
'Y £5; and likewiſe of his proceedings with all Szates 
= ud Xinzdemes; according: unto their dealings wich 
F | hispcople, where ever caſtamong them,to the end of 
BY the world: cxemplificdin what was done for their 
SY fakes , and rowards them and their Families. 
I [The Storic it (elfe of 4brehew, 1/acc, and Taceb, 
- Which cheſe wordsrefer to, and: how God _ 
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Abimelech King of Gerar, and Pharaoh King of Egyy 
and others for their ſakes, you may reade in the x 2,20. 
#nd 26.-Chapters of Geneſss;and of commands given 
forth concerning themn-ro doe them nowrong pyea nov 
conchthem, declaring alſo of Abraham, thar he way: 
Prophet,and ſonot to be injured'; Onely what in the 
Story is uttered ſcatteredly and in ſeverall places, is 
by the Prophet David ſummarily pur together ,7ou;j 
- n0r-mrine apointed.and dvoemy Prophets wo 
There is a Controverfie-upon theſe S, Touch 
#08 mine «nointed, that they ſhould be intended princi. | 
pally of Xings, and of theſe Patriarchs, as under the 
"notion of X:»es. Ithallburctearitinaword, 
Whether theſe Patriarchs.were Kings or no, I wil 
. got now diſpute z Abrehars is called a mighty Prime. 
by the childien of Heth, Gen.2.3.6. yethowever'here 
thc holy Ghoſt ſpeaks of Abraham Tſaxc; amd Farvb,as 
repreſenting the people of Iſracl ; and'hisfcope' is to 
- ſhew Gpds tare and proteion of his people by their 
eximple, *which® is 'cleare, cx: by all- the- current 
end ſtreatne'of the'whole Pſalme ;-all thar; goes be- 
"fore:nd which followcs after, is wholly to ſhewhis 
- earcot the people vfIfrachfrom firftto-laft. Bur asfor 
"Kings; 'or'Gods care over them-as ſuch;we mayſays 
"Pi int attother caſe;0f that TriberbtholyGhoſt fpeakew- 
- #4inz thatis;inthis P/#.nothing as touching Monerchi, 
'(a$hethere ſayes nothing as vicerningtht Prieſtived,) 
"And 2. then the werdsinithe x2.verſcywhich ſpect 
- of the'perfons of theſe Patriarchs; when 1heyweredw 
few men i yunober,yea, very few;refer not nA 
unto theſe/Partiarchs asſuch,;'forhe ſpeaks of thei 
whole ftmilires , theirwives , childrenand ſervants: 
Yeaz theſe thee@Parriarths,/dyabum, t{acr; and an 


"———— 
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t, | ah, they were all alivo.ar.qnce z, 1ſeac was aboye79. 

d, s. old, afoge Abraham dyed, and. Faceh.15. and 
0 one oftheſe could, have been King. at once, and 

o || you ſee he ſpeaks af themall complexedly,, and 
a | a3 making a company.together, when. they, were few, 

ce | and veryfew, he laid, Toxch not mine anginied, 

s Yea 3. It is ſo farre from being meant ot. them as 

þ BI Kings, that it is cxpreſly ſaid in the/words of the 


Text,He reproved Kings for their ſakes. , thercin; ſpeaks. 
5 I ing of them as of a-fort of. peagle diſtinct. from 
- BW Kings, and yet of a higher and dearer value with 
© I God, then thoſe Kings, reproved for them, 

+ But it will be ſaid, that it it ſhoayld nor be meant of 
them underthe relation of Kings, yet however as of 
perſons extraordinary , and therefore this charge 
aadinſtance cannot be drawne into a pattern of Gods 
areand proteRion over all Saints, and the people of 
God, which is the ſcope which I have put up- 
on the words. | 

4 anſwer , that though indeed their perſons were 
extraordinary, yer here they are withall ſet forth 
repreſenting the people of God , whom the 
gre the fathers of, Itis cleare by the eighth wer/o, 
Hthath remembred hu Covenant for ever, theword which * 
be commanded to 4 thouſand generations : The perfor- 
mance of which Covenant, to confirme the truth of 
he exemplifies by the. ſtory of Gods providence 
gertheſe, Whaprhercfore he ſaich of cheſe anointed 
ones here, it extendcth to 2 thouſand generations to 
came : and as Abraham in other things was a'Com- 
mon perſon,» faith juſtifying he is made ſuch, Rom. z. 

In fatth as ſanttifying, Fam, 2. In being heire FA the 
wold, Row. 4.13. 1o is he herealſo: and /facc and. 
3 'B 3 Facob 
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Facob wich him in their anoiating. | 

' Bur you will yet ſay, Itis true, theywanay be under. 
ſtood as Common perſons, repreſenting indeed thy 
Nation of the Jews ; but yet will what is here ſaid, 
be warrantably cxtended to the Beleevers of Jewes 
and Gentiles under the New Teſtament tothe end 
of the world ? 

I' anſwer, Yes, For the Covenant that God 
made with Abraham, wasto be heire of the world, xx 
well as heire of Canaan, ſo Rom. 14.13. And accor- 
dingly -in other things the. Analogic holds for 
them with theſc here : For as theſe, ſo the Saints, 
they are called Strangers aud Pilgrims ſcattered and 
diſperſed inall Nations, So Peter ſpeaks of them; 
even as here he calls theſe ffrangers, wer. 12. when 
chey were but few in number, and firangers in thy 
Land, as the Saints in the world. ' To give patallel 
- places of Scripture , to ſtrengthen this. In the” 

Old Teſtament. In the forty fift Pſalme , you 
have a Prophefic of the Church of the New Teſts 
ment, under thetype of Solowen, taking Pharos 
daughter, who was a Gentile, into 'his 'bed, 4s 
' Chriſt, of whom he was the Type, - one day: ſh 
doe the Gentiles : which Church is made that gr 
mother that ſhall have ſuch multitudes of children, 
Gal, 4. Now of thoſe children, of the Church of the 
New Teſtament as the Mother,” and of Chrift as the 
Father, the -16. verſe of thar Pſflme thus ſpeaks, 
Infleed of Tyx Farunnxs fball be Tux Curvy, 
whom they may ft make Princes in all the earth. The mea- 
ning whereof is this, that. in'the''ſtead: of theſe great 
Patriarchs, and other the Fathers'of the Jews, (ſpo- 
ken of in the Text) ſhall ſycceed others, the childs 
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.0f che New Teſtament, even all the Saints, as S$uc- 
ceſſors ot them ; and: as they were as Princes in all 
Lands they came into, here, ſs ſhill thy children beL, 
, | fayes the Pſalmiſt there. And the 7. verſe of thar 
$ Plalme calls them ax0iwted, and ſo fpeaks alſo inthe 
d | hnguage of the Text, when under that notion he 
q 

$ 


commands notto r9uch them That verſe ſpeaking of 
Chrift, faith, He ws Anoint ap with the ole of glad- 
6 above hs Fzxilowss : namely, theſe his fel- 
lowes and children, ſpoken of ver. 16, you have at 
once, as the great an9imted one, Chriſt, ſo all his chil- 
, 8 dren called 4r9inted ones allo: and asthey are his 
| es, ſo axointed too. Thus you have all mect: 0) 
#h4ham and: the Fathers, the anointed ones of the 
Old Teſtament, Chriſt and his Saints the anointed 
ones in the New.in their ſtead ; and both Princes and 
- W Strangers in all Lands, and ſo of the one as well as 
the other this charge is here intended, Towch not wine 
. «wintcd, oc. And tothis accords the language of the 
New Teſtament, the whole myſticall body is called 
Chrift, 1 Cor. 12. 12. and Belecyers his fcllows are 
ſaid to have received ay anointine, 2 Cor.1.21. 1 Fohu 
' 4:27. yea and clſewherethe reaſon of this their pre- . 
fervation, and Gods proteRion over them, is put 
pon this very anointing, The burthen ſhak be taken off t5y to. 27. 
ih Bealder.C ſpeaking of the oppreſſion of Gods peo- 
ple) and the yoke ſhall be deſtroyed Bucauss Os Tas 
NOINTING. ; : 
. Having thus explained the words, I come to thoſe 
+ Obſervations which I ſhall .make our of them, and 
nfift on at this time. I reſolve the words into theſe 
three parts. Re 
"I, Here is the weereneſſe and thedearneſſe of rhe Sams 
. B 3 nie 
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wnio God ,, They are dearer to him then Kings ang 
States, ſimply conſidered , that is, otherwiſe then 
as they incheir perſons arc alſo Saints, for you ſee 
that for their ſakes he' reproved Kings, and ſo ſhey. 
cth that he preferreth them'to Kings. 

2. Here is the great danger ts Kings and States, 
arale with his Saims lr tben web. Which appea- 
reth\many wayes: For he doth not oncly.in word 
givea charge not to#awch them,. bur he carryes it is 
a high' way, (for ſo God may doe when he pleads 
their cauſe) Touch ther 38 + as if he had ſaid, Letme 
ſee if youdare ſornuch as touch them : and it is. with 
af intimation of the higheſt threataing if theyſhould; 
upon'your perill, if you doe ; for that is the {cope of 
ſuch a ſpeech : and accordingly in 4eeds he made 
chis good, forthe Text ſaith, He ſuffered ns men to tt 
themwrong ; Not that he did alrogether prevent: al 
wrong and injuries , for they received many as they 
went through thoſe lands ; but at no time did he put 
it up at- their hands, or let*it goe unpunifht : is 
that ſenſe he —_ them not. ow _ how , 
plagued Pharaoh King of Eoypt with great ues, 4 
- all his honſhold, RE or wivak "* yk 1 
And ſo Abimelech King of Gerar , the Lord commeth 
upon him with a greatnes, and his firſt word is in Ges, 
20.3. Behold, thow art but a dead may , aforc he had firk 
told hifn why or wherefore; though then he addev 
the reaſon; he brings him upon his knees, wer. 4. bids 
him look toit, that he give ſatisfation to X46rehan, 
and reftore his wite to him againe, ver.7.and well he 
ſcap'd ſo; atid tels hin alſo that he muſt be bchok 
den to Abrahams prayers for his life, He i « Pro 

hes, ſaith he , and he ſhall pray for thee, and thew = 
i#vtD, EE 
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"The third is the care and ,proteRtion .which God 
hadover them, ſet our and amplified 1. by the num- 
. berand condition ofthe perſons whom he defended : 

though few , men of zember, that is ſoone reckoned, 
fortheir power and ſtrength , a few, or very ſmall, 
"«. wp, ſo the Septuagint in the parallel place,z Chro. 
16.19. Asalſo 2. by. what he did for them , He ſuffe- 
red no man how great ſoever tedpe themany wrong,how 


' {mall ſoever; not without recompence and fatisfacti- 


-0n. not.to doe zt, though they had a.mind-to.itgthough 
the people had ani geat them, Ger. 26. 11.'God 
cauſcth Abimelech to make a Law on purpoſe, Abime- 
leth charged at his people in Iſaacs behalt, and of his fa- 

.mily, (whichI mention, becauſe it gives. light tothe 

«Text) and ſpeaks inthe very words oft the Text, He 
tht Toucnzru this man or his wife, ſhall be.gutto 
dath : although they envied him, wer.14. ftrivedwith 
him, ver. 20. #ated. him, wver.27. 

I ſhalpaſſe over the {ett handlingthe firſt of theſe, 
namely.The neerneſſe and dearne(ſe of the Saints to God, it 
wilatter come in well enough, under the ſecond , 
a5 the reaſon thereof. | 

That maine thing which I have, fingled. forth to 
infiſt-upon, is, the danger thar is..unto States, to deale 
otherwiſe-chen. well.with the Saints, Gods anointed. 

And the Obſervation is plaialythis, 


1/1 That the dealing well or ill with the Saints. of God, it 
& the greateſt. «nd hightſt Inrzxe 5x of Kings 
, 8:4 Kingdomes, 0» which their welfare or their 

rune depends. | 


have the ſtory of the whole world afore- me,to 


glcane | 
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gleane Demonſtrations and inſtances our of, ty, 
make good this truth. Bur I ſhall endeavourto pre. 
ſent it ro you under that proſpeR that'runs thr 
the ſtory of the whole Bible, My Obſervation og 
of the Story of which,and the ſummeandiſſie of all, 
is this, That God from the beginning hath in his Provi. 
dence ſo ordered it, that the greateſt and moſt flowidy. 
ing Kingdomes and States ſhould ftill have to doe with 
his Saints and People in all Ages , and cither they hay 
beene broken by their ill aſing of them , or they han 
proſpered by their well dealing with them. You hull 
find this I lay throughout the whole, Scripture. -My 
Text leads the round to all the reſt, and I therefor 
indeed choſe it rather then any other, though other. 
wiſe as a batiome to this point, I might have pittht 
upon others perhaps more full. - - £1 
We will begin withcthe very firſt Kings and King: 
domes thatyou read of after the Flood. How here 
proved the King of Eg9pt, and the King of the phil. 
fines, for the lake of 46reham and 1/aac,that I menti- 
oned afore, Beſides thoſe there is mention of 
Kings., Gen. 14. Amraphel King of Shinar or Babjl 
which was the firſt Kingdome inthe world atrerthe 
flood, Gey.10.10. and was ene of; yea the firſt gre 
' Monarchie. There is likewiſe Chedorlaomer King di 
* Elam,orPer fie, which afterward likewiſc provedaWe 
narchic. For as Aſſris and B«bylen made the ff, 
{o you know Ferfis wits the'next. You havetwo'thet 
Kings more'there confederate' with theſe, Thelt 
foure Kings they brake in upon, and {more all the 
Countries about ; they ſmote the Reynarull 
1a Aſhteroth K arnaim, and the Zuzins in Hew, a | 
et 10517” Exiincszand the Horiterin Meant Stir, dud they rr 


Gyants. 
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and camets Enmiſhpat, which i Cadeſh, and ſmote all the.z TheO blervat 
Capnrey of the AmaterxITaEs,andalſothe AnORITES, ; 1 5. fied 
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in all S:ates 
thitdwelr in HaFeFon: tamar , as you may reade, werſes and Kiogin 
69,8. And all rhe while they over-ran thete 'vaſt yas omg 
Countries, where there was not one” 'Saint-to be , Feure Kings 
found , they found no reſiſtance, having bur to doe g<rbrovne 
with Nations, nor Saints in them; but unhappily ro 7 © 
them, when they came to fighr:againft the Kings of 
Slomeand Gomorreh, they light upon one Sainr, and 
but one, and that is Zoe, 1o the 12. verſe, They tooke—> 
Int; Abrahams brothers ſonne, (who dwelt in Sodome) and 
his goods, and departed, Alas to them; little thought 
theywhat a Priſoner they had : they took him inthe 
ctowd amongſt the wickedeſt people under heaven, 
apeople ſo wicked , that one would have thought 
God ſhould ſo little have confidered this one: Saint, 
tofave him: from periſhing, as thar his vengeance 
ſhould have taken the opportunity to ruine theſe , 
though this one poore Loz had been involyed in their 
. deftration. Bur you ſhall. ſce how tender: God:.is of 
hisSaints. They had unawares dewoured an hallowed Jercm:3. 
thing; one ri2hreows Lot , and had taken him butPri- 
ſaner;they had drunk poyſon, and all the riches,and 
Mlthe goods they had taken, they vomit up againe; 
rwith their owne blood, The Lord in-this 
iving demonſtration of that his care and skill which 
Mer makes ebſcrvation of upon the ſtoryof Lot 8& the 
Sodomires,7The Lord knowes how to Pxn 5 uRv = the rich- 
wr; and Rs sfxv es theunjuſt, 2 Ptti2.g, And'whom 
fhauld God uſe to be the inftrumenrt to doe this too ? 
Gadhad not many more Saints then in the world, but 
Gely"Melchiſedechs 'we reade of; and Abraham and 
tifamily”, and Goduſcth that one Abraham; and he 
- "= NED, - had 


SS aw _ x a= SF 2  F 
- Is 


A=———— Tk. ”__— cn Cc 


SEE. ny 


HH 


WJ YR 9, 0. Cs OP S.CT Gn WM 


A Sermon preachedas the ne Fat, | 


Gen.20.16. 


had an Army butofa few, anda weryfew, (even ys 
the Text hath it) but three hundred and cighteene mey 

borne in his houſe, vcr. 14. he pwrſwes them, and ſmite 
them, ver.,17. with a great ſlaughter, and brought 
back al the goods, and his brother Lo# and his goods, 
&c. ver. 18. And thw = were reproved. You (cethe 
Text made good from the very firſt beginning of 
Kingdomes, He reproved Kings for their ſakes in. 
deed. 

Thus he beganthe world at firſt ; and this very 
vioric is made a lcading caſe, a ſtanding encourage. 
ment tothe ſons of Abraharn, the Saints, for everat. 
ter. Soyou haveit applyed in Eſay 41. 2, Whorujd 
wp (ſayes God, to raiſe up his peoples hearts) th 
” Bs zQus Man from the Eaſt ? namely, this one 
Abraham ? and called him to his foot, Follow me, lIlebe 
thy Generall, ſaid God to him, Geve the Nations be: 
fore him, and made him rule over Kings , he means theſe 
very Kings you have heard the ſtory of: He gay 


. them as the duſt to his ſword , and as driven ſtabble t1 hi 


bow ;, he purſued them, and paſſed ſafely, &c. Did God 
doe thus then for one or two of his Saints, and will 
he not goe on ? What faith the 4. verſe ? Who hat 
wrought and done it, calling the gencrations. from the by 
ginning, and ſo having ordaincdallthe generationsdf 
Abraham to do the like exploits in their ſeverall ages. 
I the Lord am the firſt, end with the Iſt, I am he. 1 began 
to doe this with Abraham, and I will goe on to doc 
ſo,cven to the laſt, for the ſons of Xbreham. And thit 
this is plainly his meaning, appeates by wer, $. where 
he makes a generall application of itto his ſced , Js 
thos Iſrael, art my ſervant, Facob whom I have choſen, th 
Sx'zD O » A's RaHyMm fy friend, _ 
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| fath hey ver. 10. Feare thou net, (thew worme Facob, 
vr-14+) for 1 am with thee : be not diſmayed, for I am 
th God : 1 will ftrengthen thee, yea, Twill help thee-, 
ju, Iwil uphold thee with the right hand of my righteouſ- 
neſe, Behold , all they that were incenſed againſt thee , 
full be aſhamed end confounded : they ſhell be as nothing, 
ad they that firive with thee ſhall periſh. All the whole 
Chapter is- nothing clſe bur incouragement to all 
the ſeed of {Hbraham, from this very inſtance I have 
; | non given you. And the Text here confirmes it , 
prewiſing unto all thoſe inſtances, He hath rewembred 
hu Covenant, the word he commanded to a thouſand gene- 
rations. | 

\;The next Kingdome ia the world that flouriſhe 

athoſc firſt times, that grew to any greatneſſe thar 
wereade of, was that of Zgypt; and though Cham the 
founder of Zgypr was curſed,yet as uſually thoſe God 
lyes the greateſt curſe upon, he firſt begins to bleſle 
wh outward bleſſings inthe worlds ſo: he did the 
ſeed of Cham , in that infancy of that new world; 
How renowned a Kingdome that then was , both 
for.continued ſucceſſion of Kings in a race, ( which 
E{infinuates) and for other greatneſſe, the ſtory 
of Moſes, and Herodotus, and otherprophane ſtories 
docelebrate : it was as would ſeem in thoſe firſt times 
more flouriſhing then Aſſyria, (the Territories of Aſſy- 
114.could not then be great , when ſuch other three 
Kings forementioned bordered about it, and when 
Chederlaomer of Perfie was the chict of all the foure) 
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Now ſee how ſtillthe Lord doth follow on this his 
geat deſfigne , he will have his Saints to be caſt up- 
Wtls:Kingdome, and to live therein; and noronely 
Ahrahaw,and Tac, and:Faceb,b utinthe cnd all their 
9 CG 3 poſte- 
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Thou haſt ſa- 
ved on' lives, 
Gcen.4725. 


rity. Tis thenext ſtory the Plalmiſt gives inſtancegf 
ro the-putpoſe.in-hand, and lerus take'it, bur ag he 
relates it :+ ſaith' he, ver. 17. He ſent 4 man before, 
them , even Foſeph, who was ſold for 4 ſervant , whiſe, 
feet they hart with fetters; (\Potiphar oncly didit, yet 
God layes: it upon (the: Nation) Bur as the Pſa]. 
miſt obſerves, the Lord was even with then for i, 
wer. 21.07 22. He made this man not onely Lyrd 
of Pharaohs houſe, but he addes, tro Binve Hi; 
Px1ncs s at hs pleaſure, as they beforc had done him, 
As:Abrahamatore, fo Feſeph now is another leading 
inſtance, To Binp their Kings with Cualinus they 
Nobles with fetters of iron, ſuch honour have Ar. His 
Saints, Þſal.149. He made'this man a Saviourt 
them, (as :themfelves acknowledge ) and whilſt 
they:.dealc well: with him and his Brethren; « 
ge blefſed. Potiphars houſe for his fake, ſo he bleſſed 
the Prince. and all Egyprt-alſo torihis ſake. And 
whilſt Egyprti was the Nurſery ,: orrather the Gra- 
riany -( as/it was called" anciently' Herrewns Romani 
Imperis).to theſe anointed ones, the people of God, 
ſa:dong it .greatly. flouriſhed. - But verſ; 25, God 


> turned theiribeart ito hate bus people, arid to thu 


ſnktilh wi;h;. hi + ſervants; (tor malice- arid. un 
ning alwayes goe together in opprefiing-the Saints) 
andhoaw:they oppreſſed rhemy you all know. But 
he-hadreproved kings for-their fakes afore, and hi 
r&0hsPtogenitorsamong:the reſt; ſaying, Touch w 


 mineanointtd,as here, ſohe begins with a:meffageby 


Moſes his Ambaſſadour ſent rothat King of Egypt,and 
therein uſeth rhe ſame kind of language, Bx.g.2 223 
FroaSalee t:PAararh;Thut [aith cheLord, tiracl is m 
vi: ny finſt-born, Theres oaly this difference? . 

© nd the 
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the expreſſion; the Plalmilt here cats them his ansine- 
ed, there,his firſt-borne. Andit is as it he had ſaid, Tell 
Pharaoh 1 Fehgvah am a greater King then thou art, 
and thereture my firit-borne is greater then thy firſt- 
borne; And Let my ſonne, my firſt borne goe, that he may 
ſerve me he carrycs all high: And if thou refuſe to let 
him goe, 1 will ſlay thy ſonne, even thy firſt-borne, and ſo 
indeed he d1d inthe end. They letc nor oppreſſing the 
people of Go.JI(and the great quarrell wasto letthem 
goeto worſhip) till fuchtime as God did overthrow 
that Nation, with ſo great an overthrow,as no King- 
dome could have a greatcr not rotally to be deſtroy- 
ed; and indecd ſo great, as you hearc no more of 
them till-Solo-mons time, There is not a word of Egypt 
in all the time of Foſhua, and of the Fudzes, till you 
reade of Solomons marrying Pharoahs daughter. Hzre 
you ſee Egypt , borh blefled while they dealt well 
with the pcople of God, and broken when they dealt 
il with chem. © © Nip 

_ :Tolet paſſe thoſe petty Kings of Canaan, over- 
come by Meſes and Foſhaa, let us come nextto Aſſyria, 
whichtogether with Babyloz is reckoned the firſt-great 
Monarchuc. .The beg:nmng of the Aflyrian Monar- 
chic being from Babylon, Gen.10, 10. and the -King- 
dome returning againe co Babel, both. arc juſtly rec- 
koncd bur one; though in cheir-ſeverall revolutions 
theywere diftincd.. This, Monarchic:4a, the Infancic 
of.it, fbraham had to doc with,and as you; heard, 0- 
vercame the King thereof : Egyprs King was alſo re- 


| proved for their fakes , and Perſia, and two Kings 


more: -God ordering it, that the Father -and re- 
preſcencer of the faichfull ſhould reprove and cha- 
Riſe thoſe Kings, whom his {ced ſhould after ruine. 
C 3 How 
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Babylon, 
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2 King.15.16, 
20,29. 

& 167, 

S 27:3. 


Soltanus Anna- 
les Tom. 4. At. 
Mnd.z333. 
OO A1.3452. 


How the people of God were oppreſſed , firſt by 
the Aſſyrian kings, and then by the Babyloni. 
ans, the ſtory of the Kings and Chronicles doe 
ſhew : The Aﬀfyrian often oppreſling them, and at 
laft carrying the tenne Tribes captive, as Babylon 
did the other two. Now to make ſhort worke of 
both, you ſhall finde one Scripture, Fer.50. where 
you ſhall ſcethem both put together in their ruine, 
and the ruine of both putuponthis, their oppreſſion 
of the people of God. I mention that Scripture one- 
ly,becauſe it ſummarily containes the whole: ver. 17, 
ſayes God, Iſrael & 4 [atiered ſheep, the Lions have) 
driven him away : they were a ſcattered people : oras 


 Funine and Piſcator hath it,they were parva pecrs, a lit- 


tle flock, few, and wery ſmall, in compariſon of the 
Nations, asthe Pſalmiſt hath it here : and the Lies 
drave them away. Who were theſe Lions ? Firſt, ſaith 
hee, the King of Aſſyria hath devenred him, hee ſeized 
as it were on the fleſh, (Pul, Tiglath Pileſer , and 
SalmanaFar , oppreiling and captivating them , 
2 Kings 15.) and laſs This Nebuchad-ne7Far King 
of Babylon, (he ſpeaks of him with ſcorne. and 
indignation, Th#s NebuchadweX3ar ) hath broken the 
bones : And becauſe thathe came laſt, and took away 
all, as a ſweeping raine, therefore his anger riſeth 
moſt againſt him, Yer.18. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
Behold, I will puniſh the King of Babylon and his Land, a 
1 puniſhed the King of Aſſyria. Merodach of Babylew ſub- 
duedthe Aſſyrian, Nebuchadne7Fer utterly ruines Ni 
nevethe headCitythercof,and thenBebelstime comes 
to be waſted alſo, and the whole Land therewith. 
Here is that Monarchy gone you-ſec, both Aſly- 
rian and Babylenian, and whoſoever were the-inſtru- 

ment, 
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ment, this was the cauſe from Gods owne mouth. 
Adde unto which, that in the next Chapter. Fer. 5 1. 
11. Becauſe (ſayes that Text) it was the vengeance of 
the Lord, and of his Temple. And take in alſo wverſ. 35. 
The violence done to me, and to my fleſh, be upon Babilon, 
ſhall the inhabitants of Zion ſy, 4nd my blood npon the in- 
habitants of Caldea, ſhall Feruſalem ſay, then when they 
are deſtroyed. 

Now there are a great many other kingdomes and 
Nations, that bordered about the Jewes, whom God 
_ (as Iremember)calleth his evill neighbors, tor their ill 

will to Zion: theſe all tell cicher by or with Babylon. 
Oftheſe you ſhall reade inthe 25, 26, 27, and 28, 
Chapters of EXekiel, and ſo on: God there ſends 
the cup round to all the Nations: All thoſe Nations 
certainly had infinite provocations of Nationall fins 
ofall ſorts,againſt God,amongſt them , but you ſhall 
ſee ſtill God there layes his ſuir and quarrell againſt 
- them onely for their ill dealing with his people, to 
whom they were neighbours round abour. 

He begins with the Ammonites,Chap.25.2. and what 
was her ſinne that ruined her? Ammon was but glad 
at the fall of the Jewes. Behold (ſaith the 3.verſ. )thow 
ſaidſt Arn a againſt mySanttuary when it was profaned,and 
494inft the Land of Iſrael,when it was deſolate,and againſt 
the Houſe of Fudeh,when they went into captivity,they did 
not help it forward, only cryed Aha. Therefore, ſaith 
God,v.4.1 wil deliver theeto the men of the Eaſt for 4 poſ- 
ſeſ#on , and ver.6. Becauſe (as in ſpeech(as atore) ſoin 
geſture they expreſſed the like joy at it) thou haſt clap - 
pedthy hands, and ſtamped with the feet , and rejoyced in 
heart, with all thy apicht againſt the Land of Iſrael, Be- 
bold,therefore, I will firetch out mine hand upon thee, _ 
wi 


4. Al the 
n:igh outing 
Kingdomes a- 
bout Fudes. 


1 197800, 


Eee 


A Sermon preached at the late Faſt, 


2. Moab, 


3. Edom. 


4.Philiſtia, 


ſe Tyre, 


will deliver thee for a ſpoyle tothe Heathen, 1 will deſtry 
thee, &Cc. | | 

The next that hee mentioneth is Moab. Shee 
did bur caſt out a word; ſo ver{.8. She did bur onely 
ſay this,Behold,the Houſe of Fudah # like unto all the Hu. 
then,now laid waſt as they, and there is no diff-rence 
inthe proteRtion of their God over them, more than 
over the Heathen themſelves z 1t was but this word 
caſt out: yet therefore ſaith theLorg,ver.g. Behold [ will 
open the 1 of Moab : He would break through and 0. 
pen his ſtrong Frontzer Cities, (as the next words ex. 
plainit) break hisribs,8& ſo enter into his bowels;and 
ver. 10, the Ammonites ſhall be no more remembred among 
the Nations. No other fin is mentioned, but this word, 
abour his people. 

He comes next to Edom,wer.12. who was the poſte- 
rity of EZſau,and their brother,(as you ſhall hear anon) 
and of them he ſaith, Becauſe that Edom hath dealt 4: 
gainſt the houſe of Fudah by taking vengeance,and greatly 
offended, and revenged himſelfe upon him, T1 zxx r0xn 
{aith he,ver. 13. 1 will cut off man and beaſt from it , and 
make it deſolate. He riſeth ſtill in his puniſhments pro- 
portionable totheir fins, and to their dealings with 
his people. AndI will doe it, ſayes he, by the hand of 
my own people,ver.14.that were oppreſled by them. 

FromEdom he carryes the cup to Philiſtia,who be- 
cauſe they had an old grudge againſt the Iraclites, 
a deſpightfull heart ts deſtroy them for the old hatred, wer. 
15. THERE FORE JT will execute great Vengeante.os 
them, ver.16,17. 

In the next place, he comes to Tyre, poore Tyre, 
I call her {o, becauſe as of all the Nations they were 
the moſt ingenious in themſelyes: (Inſo much D 

| Chr 
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Chriſt ſayes, They would have repented, &c.) and moſt 
ingenuous of all Nations elſe unto the Jewes , that 
keiped them to buildthe Temple, and were confede- 
rates with David and So/omen. And what was her 
fault? A meere temptation of love to her ſelte, ſuch 
25 might betall any in the like caſe. Read Chap. 26.2. 
Som of man, becauſe Tyrms hath ſaid againſt Feruſalem , 
Aba, ſhe is broken that was the gates of the people, Sal 
Bs RayL fNIiSH ED Now ſhes laid waſte, The meaning 
isthis, I ſhall now have all the trade, You know 
Tyre lay nigh to Fer»ſalems , and it was a place of the 
greateſt trade and merchandiſe then in the world, 
ſhe was the Mart of Nations, ({o ſhe is called inEſay 23. 
and in EJek. 27.3.) and though ſhe had the greater 
trade of the two already,yert ſhe rejoyced in this, that 
Zeruſalem ſhould be laid waſte, who had been the gates of 
the people, whicher much people came for traffique , 
as well as ro me, Now thinks the (and ir was but a 
ſelte-loving thought) all the trade will wholly come 
tome, and I ſhall be repleniſhed and cncrealed. No 
more, Yer,becaulc it fell out to beuttered againſt rhe 
Church, for this, and for no other finne (there men- 
tioned) muſt Tyre be deſtroyed, as ſhe was by Nebs- 
chidueXzar , though to fulfill the Prophefie , he ſer- 
ved twelve yeares inthe ſiegethereof. And ſee how 
God proportioned her puniſhment to her finne ; 
Wouldſt thou have more cuſtomers ? Thou ſhalr 
have enow ; Behold, I will cauſe many Nations to come 
9, What, for traftique ? No, #0 come up againſt thee, 
4 the ſta cauſeth his waves to come up : the Babylonian 
' Souldiers ſhall be thy Merchants that ſhall take off 
thy goods off thy hands. And becauſe that Tyre-: 
was a moſt glorious people , he therefore ſpends 
F =: two 


mn... 
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two or three Chapters upon the deſcription of hex 
ruine. 

- Inthe 26, Chapter he comes to Zgypr. Egypt had 
been broken once afore (as you heard) by the peo. 
plc of Iſrael, and reproved tor Abrahams fake. They 
were afalſc-hearted Nation,rthat even Rabſhekah could 
afore-hand prophelic ſoot them, in #ſay 36. 6. Ly, 
ſaith he, thou rruſteſt on the flaffe of this broken reede_, 
wherean if «man will leane, it will goe into his hand and 
prerce it, ſo s Pharaoh King of Egypt to all that truſt in hin, 
Twas the Genixs of that Nation to all that dealt with 
them. And as Rebſhekah had forctold of them,ſo it fell 
out z'and therefore the Prophet B3ech.utters their fin 
againſt theChurchin Rabſhekahs language,Chap.19,7, 
Becauſe they have been 4 ſlaffe of reed to the houſe of Iſrul, 
It is a moſt elegant comparilon;the fimilitude ir looks 
many wayecS: I.A Reed was a Hicroglyphick of that 
Country. Sandizs upon thoſe words, Pſalm. 68. zo. 
Rebuke the company of the Spearmen, (ſo we tranſlate) 
bur look in the margent of your Bibles, and likewiſe 
the Origigall will beare it,it is, Rebwke the beaſt of the 
Reeds, and he interpreteth this to be meant of Zeyp, 
the Chaldee Paraphraſc alſo interpreting it of that 

. Nation, ir being a Coumry of Reeds. On the bank 
of Nylws, and fo throughout the whole Countrey, 
{through the overflowing of that River) there were, 
and are ſuch Reeds & Cancs growing,as no wherein 

"Hence 415% the world againe befides, (fo Plinyſaith) ſerving tor 

or Sagitta * 

with the La- Pens, Speares, Arrowes* , (as Pliny there) ſo for 

rines, and the Sp aues, Arkes, Exodms 2, 3. And Egypt is calleda 
1k yan 2 Bnasr of reeds, alluding further (as I rake it) to the 

Spear(ash:re) Crocodile, the proper beaſt of that Countrey,which 

9657 izan Awphibien, living borh in lanJand water a 

| 0 
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ſo uſually lies amongft the reeds by the river fide,and. 


there ſhrowds her {clf againſt the heat, And ſuitably 


As the Ele- 


phant a}lo is 
ſaid to doe , 


we finde that Angſt having conquered Anthony 7ob 40.21. 


and Chopatre the Queene of Zgypr, cauted by way of 


AndinAdrians 


triumph co be ſtamped on his Coyne a Crocodile and. coynes of gold 
2 Reed, asthat which was pur for the Hieroglyphick of > 


that Country, as the manner of the Romans was. 
And the holy Ghoſt here in ZXechiet long betore 
ſcemes to have given the ſame QCoar of Armes for 


. that Countryand Kingdome, (perhaps according to 


the common ule) uſing both theſe apart of Egypt 
alſo. For ficſt, in the third verſe of this Chap. 29. he 
calleth Pharaoh King of Egypt, The Dragon of the Ri- 
vers, (which I beleeve hath reference to the Croco- 
alein choſe Rivers, which is a kind of Serpent, and 
beaſt alſo) and 1n the 7. verſe after , which we are 
now upon,to 4 ſtaffe of reed. Whereas in that 68, Pfa}. 
you ſee both are pur together, The beaſt of reeds : Here 
In this 29. of ZJeckzel, the Prophet having in his eye 
the common Hicroglyphick of the Countrey, turnes 


' the fimilitude to their being 4 ſtaffe of reed; thar ſuiting 


his preſent ſcope, which was to expreſle their failing 
that confidence the people of God repoſed inthem , 
and ſo becomming the fatall occaſion of their mi- 
ſerie. Bzcaus = (laith he, verſe 6.) rhow haſt beene 4 
faffe of reed 10 the houſe of Iſrael, when they took hold of 
thee thou didft breake : They (as Cornelis a Lapide uy- 
onthe place) had provoked the Jews to rebel againſt 
Nebuchadne7ar promiſing to affift them ; But though 
thou wert Baculus in promiſfione., a flaſfe in promt- 
ſes, yet but 4rundinens in executione, a ſtaffe of reed, 
vaine and helpleſle in the performance, (as he ſpeaks.) 
The Prophet goes on, Yea thou didſt not onely 


» break, 


— 
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break, but run up, and rend all 5he ſhoulder, and made 
their loynes to be at 4 ſtand , didſt not onely hinder, bur 
hurtand weaken them. The Lord comes upon them 
with his former Tunzxzroxn, ver. 8. ſaith the Lord, 
Twill bring 4 ſword upon thee , and will cat off man and 
beaſt. And ſo he goes on in three or foureChapters to 
ſet forththeir puniſhment, and that relating as the 
former had done, te this their unfaithfull dealing 
with Gods people, as that finne that was the cauſe 
thereof, which is the point in hand, 
7. Aſpeciall = Whenthe Prophet had thus diſpatched Zep:,and 
vcr. threatned the like to Aſyriaand Babylon, (of which e. 
_ Scir andEdem, nough was touched betore)he tals afreſhupon mount 
Seir and Edem, and contents not himſelfe to have put 
E/cx, of whom them into the common catalogue (which we haye 
calledEdomfor gone Over) with the reſt of the Nations in the 25, 
his Redneſſe, Chap.but he returns again to a peculiar,ſpecial recko- 
os es fs ning with them in the 35.Chapter, (the reaſon of it 
hay:ic bands. wye ſhall ſee by and by, becauſe they were their bre- 
—* ook thren) Becauſe ({aith he there, ver.5.) thou haſt hada 
14,16. and was perpetrall hatred, and haſt ſhed the blood of the children if 
given 35 2 2 1ſrael by the force of the ſword in the time of their calamiy, 
ſeed by God, #13 the time that their iniquity Hav Ax Env,that is,when 
— wo bl and they had alreadyſuffered io much for their fins,thati 
{ther of £dow, MISNT bave been thought God had puniſhed them e- 
Gex.36.u!t. nough, yet then doe they begin their miſery afreſh: 
Therefore as Tlive, ſaith the Lord, I will prepare thee unto 
bleod, and blood ſhall purſue thee, &rc. And wer. 10, hc 
addes another reaſon, Becanſe thou haſt ſaid, Theſetw 
nations, and theſe two countries ſhall be mine, (namely, 
their owne,and that of Iſrael adjoyning) ad we wil 
poſſeſſe it - when Nebachadne72ar had laid it waſte,they 
promiſed to themſelves the poſſeflion of ir, where- 
4 
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&s THz Loxd Was T HR x, (asthe Prophet 
addes) They thought they might as caſily conquer, 
and enter upon the poſſeſſion of ir,as any of the other 
Nations, whereas the Lords preſence was there, 
tokeep poſſeſſion for himſclfe and his people thar 
belonged unto it : This was their {inne, chen follows 
their puniſhment. Therefore as 7 live, ſaith the Lord, I 
will even doe according to thine anger, and according to 
thine envie, which thou haſt uſed out of thy hatred againſt 
them, 1 will proportion my puniſhment accordingly. 
And he doth not content himſclte onely with this 
bringing of them in again here, but beſides he ſpends 
a whole Propheſic upon them, the Propheſie of 0ba- 
diah, whoſe meſſage is taken up with nothing bur 
threatnings againſt Zdom, and reſolving all into the 
ſame quarre], For thy violence againſt thy BxoTH tk Fa- 
cb*, Edom and Seir (as was 1aid) comming of Eſau, ,,.,. 

were brethren to the Ifraclites, and God takes it infi- G.d 121d ihe 
nitely more unkindly at their hands, then at the J-v<5, 79% «re 
hands of the other Nations , Tyzrrtrors ſhame th xa yet 

5 Je coaſt of yer. 

ſhall cover thee , and thou ſhalt be cut off for ever. In BRETHREN 
the day that thow ſtoodſt on the other ſide , that is , be- 1,00 
havedft thy ſelfe as a neuter that ſtood aloofe : 7 the rot with ther, 


day that ſtrangers carryed away captive his forces, and for- © © 
relzners entred into his gates , and caſt lots upon Feruſa- 

lem , thou _ a Onz Or Tur, didſt as much 

miſchief as the Babylonians. Thos ſhouldſt not have en- The Pſalmiſt 
tred into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity, bs —_ 


al. 137-7. 


Jes thou ſhouldſt not have looked on their affliction,(that is, 


as idle Spectators, much leſſe rejoycers in it )zor have 


laid hands on _ not have ſpoiled them of 
their goods,in the day of their calamity &c. Therefore is 
their puniſhment ro a perpetuall ruine , more heavy 
D 3 then 
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V.The Pe: fian 
Monarchy in 
inſt;nce of 
Gods b.eſling 
for his pcoples 
fakcs, 


0O'c0ampad, 
in loc, 


then any of the reſt, Thus now you have alſo ſecng 
anend of all theſe Kingdomes that were neighbours 
abour lernſalem, and how they were all reproved, yea 
deſtroyed, upon this quarrell of touching, and medling 
with his anointed, as the Text hath it. | 
Now let us goc onto the other Monarchies, the 
Perſian and the Grecian: you ſhall ſee ſtill that the ſtor 
ot them alſo makes good this great point in hand, 
The Perſian and the Grecian both had to doe with the 
Church : Bur the firſt of theſe, the Perſian, ſeems ra. 
ther an inſtance on the other hand, vX, of the wel. 
fare, and of theraiſing up of a Nation and of a State for 
the people of God : (For God hath given ſomein- 
ſtances of blefling as well as he bath given of ruine,) 
The very raifing up of Cyr#, and of chart Monar- 
chic in him,it was for his peoples ſake. The Scripture 
is expreſle for this, reade Eſay 44. 28. Thws ſaith Gul 
of Cyrus, He is my ſhepherd, and ſhall performe all my ples 
ſure, even ſaying to Teruſalem , Thou ſhalt be built, and 
the Temple, Thy foundation = be laid. And gore on to 
Chap.45 .ver.1. Thus ſaith the Lord to his anointed, to 
Cyrus, whoſe right hand I have holden , to ſubdue Nations 
before him, &c. He calls Cyrus His AnOrnTED: He 
calls Tyre An anointed covering Cherub allo, EXek, 28, 
and no other Heathen Princes elſe in all the Booke 
of God : Firft, Tyre an anointed Cherub, becaule he 
was propitious tothe Jewes , cven as the Cherub co- 
vering the Arke : Then Cyrws was Anointed, becaule 
as Santis well faith , Now minus ftudioſe res carabut 
Tndaicas quam ſi Tudeorum efſet oF non Perſaris Imperatir. 
He took as much care for the people of God, and tie 


building of the Temple, as if he had been King ot 
Tary himfelfe. And God calleth him likewiſe his 


SHEP» 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 


Sz ye # 58RD, CVEn as he had done David, that wasto 
lookto hjs ſheep. In the place I quoted before, con- 
_ cerning the Aſſyrian and Babylonian Kings, er. 50. 

heard how he called them Lions, becauſe they 
tattered hu fbeep fo the expreſſion is there, bur here he 
calls Cyr His SHnPHERD, that ſhall performe all his 
pleaſwre - and for that en4 raiſed him to all this grear- 
neſfle: for, for whoſe ſake was it, he had the Nati- 
ons given him ? Reade the fourth verſe, For Jacor 

SERvanTs Saks, and iſrael mine eleft, I havee- 
ven called thee by thy name, 1 have ſurnamed thee, thouzh 
thes haſt not knowne me : not tor thy ſake,but for my 
peoples only. And although for a while ſome of them 
Kings made Edicts to interrupt the building of the 
Temple, yer the generality of thoſe Kings went on 
inthat courſe of favour which Cyr#s had begun, and 
were more favourable to the Jewes then all of the 
other Monarchics. Darius Hiftaſpys mentioned EF74 
4-ver. 24. permitted the Jewes to goe on inbuil- 
ding it,as their poverty would ſuffer them , and after 
anocher interruption, Darizs Nothus, * E7ra6, did pur 
Cyrus his Decree in force againe, and allowes the cx- 
| pence of the finiſhing ir our of his owne revenues, and 
inſerts this in his revived Decree, that the Jewes 


beene Dariuu Hiſtaſpis that made thac Decree in Ex74 6. for the finiſhing the 
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then it affords a greater Obſervation to my purpoſe in hand, namely, That God did take: 
way Cambyſes, Cy-us his ſonne, (whom they would have to be that Artexerxes, Exza 4. 
that hindred by force of Arms the building the Temple borhin his Fathers dayes (whilſt he 
was Prince of Pe: fia,as Dan. 10. r3. he is called, or P7orex in his fathers abſcace) and in his 
one) and that without iflue ,and fo Cyrus iflue male ended, being puniſhe for reczlling the 
tayour granted, Bur Darivs Hiftaſþis being choſen by the Princes, God eſtablithed the 
_— in him and his ſeed,for his reviving Cyr#s his Edi. And however,almoſt all agree 
m this, that this Dariss he hindred it nor, bur gave liberty for his time, and is that Darins 
mentioned E374 4 24. Sce Mede, Daniels weeks.pag.7. in his marginall note whom therc- 
tore God blcficd accordingly,and yer regarded Cyrns allo in this, that by his daughter Arofſa 
Wife to this Darius his race continued, 


might 
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might pray for the life of the King and of bis childrey, 
_ I , 6 Lis alſo had of the ſeed ofthe Jews great 
men atCourr with them,as Daniel, Mordecai, Exra,and 
Nehemiah, the two latter of whom were ſent by 44. 
xerxes to build the City of Jeruſalem; yea,8 another 
of their Kings admitted one of that Nation (through 
the providence of God) to the royall bed : Ahaſuere 
marrycd Heſter,of the ſced of theJews, under whom, 
and under other of theſe Kings they had the greateſt 
proſperity. Now as this favour tothe Jews wasthe 
cauſe of the ereRing that Monarchie at firſt , ſo ſure- 
ly ofthe continuance of it ſo long : Hiſtorians won- 
der that it ſhould ſtand ſo long, it being ſo lovſe and 
* Therefore qjfſolute aCourt andState*,and having ſo many great 


D 4 [ 6 - . . . . . 
mans him wo a ſhocks. 1 can attribure it to nothing but this,the cmi- 


flaw uaweildy nent favour they ſhewed to the Jewes, the people of 


024%. quan Gng God. And I ſhall bur caſt in this Obſeryation more 
wool andfl.th, about it, When was it that it came to be ruincdand 
cvap.87- deſtroyed * but inthe time ofthe latter Darizs, then 
* Diodo. initio, WREN Cyrus (who had been Geds Shepherd) his ſeed 
tb.7. was whollyextin&?*For though his ſeed bythe Male 
* 3: 73 Iiflue continued not to a Grandchild,yet in the ſcedof 
:22m5,layes Argſa,Cyrus daughter,wiftc toDarics Hiſtaſpu,theKing- | 
Herodotus of yy » = . 

atoſſa, giving OM was continued in his race, And to make the pro- 
ir as the reaſen yidence the more remarkable, wherasDarixe had ſons 
ofthis fuccelli- fore byanother wife, yer the intreſt of 2:oſſa*for Cy: 
* Alexander he 745 ſake, carryed the ſucceſſion toXerxes her ſon,Cyrw 
_ _ Grandchild.Burthat laſt Dariwe,in & with whom that 
Jiu and his Empire was deſtroyed by Alexander, was of another 
ipeech to his race *, yUCN regard na O Cyrus c 
reuters *, Such regard had Godto Cyrus his Shepherd 
oidersapant 2nd his ſced, that favoured the Jewes, Bur thenit 
2 arius, affirms , hes 

ir. Arrienus Was,and not afore,thatGod threw down that Monat- 
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of God or no, the Scripture is filent. 

Let us cone to the Grc:#97 Monarchy, for that was 
the third ; ſome of the ſtory of which, you have men- 
tioned in Zech, g. which is an apparent Prophcſie of 
the expedition of Alexander : and as a late learned 
Writcr rightly ſairh, you may better know the mea- 
ning of the firſt part of that Chapter our of @uiatus 
Cartivs and Feſephus, then our of moſt Commenta- 
tors. You reade there ofa Prophetic of Tyre that it 
muſt be taken againe, ſo verſ.z. Now Zechariah writ 
after the Babyloniſh Captivity , theretore it. is not 
that former taking of Tyre by Nebuchadne7Far , but 
that latter by Alexanacr. And what he faycs in the 
5, ver. of GaF4, and thole other Citics in Philiftia, 
Askelon ſhall not be inhabited, and the cutting off the Go- 
vernour of G43a, DQuintus Curtiue exactly relates the 
performance of ir, and his cruelty therein ; and it is 
uſually noted as the firſt and greateſt aR of Alexan- 
ders degenerating to barbarous inhumanity : Now 
all that his rage- againſt all thoſe Cities that were 
neighbours to the Jewes, was ordered by God, and 
toretold by the Prophet, bur onely to ſet forth the 
vendertull care and proteQion of God towards his 
people, recorded wer.8. that although Alexander was 
5 much incenſed againſt the Jews, (for their anſwer 
ſent him of their reſolution to cleave to Darizs, to 
whom they had ſworne) yet as thar 8. verſe fore- 
told, I Witt Encauye Azour My Hous x, ſayes 
God, becauſe of Tur Army, becauſe of him that paſ- 
ſeth by, and becauſe of him that returneth. When Alex- 
ander went by, and when afterwards many other Ar- 
mies went to and fro, God ſtill encarped about his 
houſe. And though Alexander plundered or — 
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cd all the Cities round abour, yet ſtill Jeruſalem and 
the Temple were preſerved. Yea Alexanders hear 
wasſochanged, (as E/aws) that he went in peacez. 
bly. And the High Prieſt ſhewing him the Pro. 
phecic of Daniel, how the King of Grecis, that is, 
himſclfe , ſhould overcome the King of Perſia : he 
was thereby encouraged to the conqueſt of the 
King of Perſis, and not onely ſpared them , but 
gave many immunities to the Jewes : and in that 
= expedition againſt Darizs , proſpered accor. 
ingly. 

Now that Monarchie thus raiſed by him , was di. 
vided into foure parts, Dan.s8. 22. all which are ac- 
counted to make up that Greciay Monarchie : And jy 
the latter end of their Kingdome, ſayes the 2 3.verſc,whi 
the tranſereſs10ns are come to thefull , that is, when God 
meant to begin to break it, and to put a period to 
it, and to reckon with them for their other fins. This 
his wonrted defigne ſets his providence awork, that 
they ſhould fall foule upon his people,and ſo be bro. 
ken, as the former had been, and eminently among 
and above the reſt, you have a little hoyye ariſing, 
Antiochws,the ſucceſſour of yy - RE ; (the ſtory 1s 
cleare in Dey. $. who wagnificd himſelfe againſt the pu 
ple of God, the daily andiin, actiaſ the jury lo 
xI, 12. and in this God laid the foundation not one- 
ly of his ruinc, but of the reft of the Grecian Monar- 
chie. This I might ſhew out of Dariel, wer. 25. Ye 
ſhall be broken withowt hand, &c. but I will. rather do 
itout of theg. of Zachary, (having already begun with 
that, and ſhewcd out of it the riſe and proceedings of 
that Monarchie in the firſt horne thereof, Alexander) 
let us ſec what i ſayes of the ruine of is, inthat _ 
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tollowes, ver. 13. When [have bent Fndah for me_, 
and filled the bow with Ephraim, (it is an cleganr fimi- 
liude) and raiſed up thy ſonnes, O Zion, againſt thy 
ſonnes O Gnzu cn, endmade thee as the ſword of « 
michty man : 4nd the Lord ſhall be ſeene over them , 
ind his arrow ſhall goe forth as the lIithtaing,@&c. Here 
the Grecian Monarchic in the laſt remainders of it 
(the Kings of Egypt and Syria, the Longide and Selew- 
de who both oppreſfled the Jewes, being there- 
fore called Gx z x c x, becauſe they were the Suc- 
ceſſors of it) is ruined : and by whom ? even by the 
people of the Jewes , or for their ſakes. God rai- 
ſcd up the ſonnes of Sien againſt theſe ſonnes of Greece, 
God made Fudah his bow , and Ephraim his arrowes : 
(aad yhen God himſelte will be the Archer, wcake 
arrowes and inſtruments will doe wonders) And be- 
fides, thar for their ſakes God uſed miraculous and 
wonderfull waycs to ruine theſe enemics, The Lord 
ſhall be ſeene over them, &c. ver. 14. God uſcd the 
Jewes themſelves,the Maccabees , to vindicate them- 
ſelves againſt theſe reliques of the Grecian Empire, 
as the ſtory in the book of the Macrabees ſhewes plain- 


| ly,(as Interpreters upon theText have obſerved) and 


particularly how Antiochws came to his end: And 
afterwards the ruine ofthe whole by the Romans, it 


 wasforthe Jews ſake, and their quarrell,and ar their 


prayer; it was by Ephraim being his arrow , and F#- 
dah his bow, and 60d himſeltc appearing from heaven 
againſt them. So then here the Grz c1an Monax- 
car is likewiſe broken upon the Jewes, And thus 
we have done with the Old Teſtament, 
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xt. The Jewiſh. 


Now lect us come to the New Teſtament. There was 
firſt che Fewiſh State , and ſecondly there was the 
Romane Empire. Our Lord and Saviour. Jeſus Chrif 
who was the eminent a#0jnted oxe, he comes obſcure. 
ly, and as it were ftealing into the world, who wastg 
be King of allthe world, in the dayes of him, why 
Jaid the firſt ſure foundation, and fertlement of the 
Romane Empire, namely, Auguſizs, and he comes ty 
hs owne, to the people of the Jewes, over whom the 
Romanes having the power, anda Prefident amongſt 
them,"our Saviour came to haye to doe at once with 
both theſe States. 

And firſt for the Jewes. Becaule that which be- 
fell that State for their dealing with Chriſt and his 
Diſciples, is the leading calc of the New Tefta- 
ment, as what was done to theſe Kings and Nations 
here inthe Text, and 1» the ſtory of Geneſis, for their 
carriage towards Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, was the 
lcading caſe of rhe Old: I will theretore begin there- 
with, and ſpend a lictle time in the opening of it, fo 
farreas it concernes the point in hand. 

Andnow you ſhall ſce tharNarioz & State, of which 
hitherto you have heard, that it had beene forthe 
riſing or falling of allthe Monarchies, and allo leſſer 
Kingdomes round about it it ſelfe to be the firſt of 
all ether that was broken and ruined under the New 
Teſtament, as an example to all the reſt that follow: 
and broken not upon another whole Nation like 
it ſe}f,but ypon.s few, 8 4 very few anointed ones inthat 
Nation, namely, Our Zord and his Diſciples. God 
altering now the way of his diſpenſation under the 
New Teſtament, ufing but a few Saints in Nations, 
(which is the more glorious) to effec the _ de- 
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ſigne he did bctore by that whole Nation of the 
Jewes under the Old. He hath redeemed us (ſay Revcl.s g. 
they) ous of all Nations, (who are to him 4 royal 
Naion , typificd out by that whole Nation of the * 7422599: 
Jewes) whom now he maketh to be to all Kingdoms © IP 
(where they are found) either 4 floxe of tumbling, 
whereby they ſhall be broken, or a ſure Baſis and 
foundation of their wel-fare,according to theiruſage 
ofthem. | 

How the Jews uſed Chriſt and his Diſciples, we 
all know. The intercſt of that Nation,whetcin ſtood 
it? Not ſo much to have entertained Chriſt for their 
Temporall King, he avoided that ; but to have re- 
ceived him for their Mefi4h,and anvinred Saviour : and 
that this was the intereſt of the Natioa and its well- 
fare, is clecre by that ſpeech of Chriſt, Luke 19.42. 
0h that thow hadſt knowne in thu thy day the things that 
belong ants thy peace | He thercin intending as well the 
Temporall peace of that Nation, as the eternall peace of 
their ſoules. As Tyre had ſtood to that day if they had re- 
pented, (as Chriſt ſpeaks) ſo had Feruſalem alto if they 
bad knowne and kept to this their IntzrE 5T. But they 
were {o farre from doing this, that they clean diver- 
ted from ir, and rook up other worldly and politique 
imereſts of their owne, to ſave themſelves by , which 
were their ruine. Yea (which I beſeech you mark and 
obſerve) the Lord did order it ſo in his providence, 
that even REason Or Stars, and a word lyccrofſe 
InzzsxssT,.tothis ſhould be the chiete motive to 
them of crwcifying Chriſt, and ſo of the finall deſolati- 
on of that Nation. For which, conſult firfi the 11. of 
Fobn, ver, 49, 59. ſay they (generally) 1f we let him 
thus alone, al] men will belecue on him , and the Romans 
x | E 3 | will 
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will come and take away both our place and Nation. An 
what ſaith the great High-Pricſt further upon it? 
Te know nothing at all , nor conſider that it is expidicn 
for U's, that one man ſhould dye for the people, and the 
the whole Nation periſh not. And although rhis is there 
ſaid, to be ſpoken as a Propheſic, (God guiding his 
mouththerein) yet withal]l , if you look into the 18, 
of Fohn, ver.14. it is charged upon him to have been 
a wicked councell given, (take it as it was intended by 
him)for there he 1s branded,7h# & Tyan Calan 
that gave COUNss.L 1 tothe Fews that it was expedien 
that one man ſhould die for the people. How it might 
be both theſe , as direRted by God, and intended by 
him, would be too long toſhew. Bur take it as it thus 
came from him, and he takes on him as High-Pricf 
ro ſpeake as a deepe Oracle of State, and to utrer a 
State- Maxime, with fleighting of his fellowes , Tu 
know nothing, and his Maxime tollowes, Better that ow 
141, who is not conſiderable, be raken away, then 1 
Nation periſh. And yet he therein had an eye tothe 
Prieſts intereſt, that is, of himſelte and his fellows, 
to keep uptheir honour, as well as to the preſervati- 
on ofthe Nation, though he colours it over with that 
of the whole Nation. For in Fohy 11. 50. the words 
arc,It is expedient Fox Us, (namely, Prieſts ) that one 
man ſhould dye for the people, Theywere jealous of Chri 
octting the people from them. You ſhal likewiſe find, 
that when the matter was brought to Pilate, it was 
Stateintereſt alſo cauſed Pilatero come off to codemne 
him , The Fewes cryed out, If thou let this may goe, this 
art not Ceſars friend : Whoſoever maketh himſelf s King, 
ſpeaketh againſt Ceſar : And the Text addes, When Pi 
late Tizks FORE heard that ſaying, He ſate down and 
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termed him, John 19.12,13. When I read and 
confidered this ſtory, it made me underſtand thar in 
1 C0 «2.6. We ſpeak not the W 1 5DOMEB Ot Tunis 
W ox LD, #or of the Princes of this world, that comes to 
nought ; but we ſpeak the wiſdome of God in a myſterie>, 
which Noxzx Or Ine PrxINces Or Tuirs 
Worrp Knew, for had they knowne it , they would 
Nor Havs Crucizysd Tar Lomb Or Grony. 
He ſpeakes of theſe very Princes the Rulers of the_ 
Jews, and of Pilate ; and the holy Ghoſt you flee ma- 
keth the very ſame Obſervation upon ir, that I have 
now done toyou. They thought themſelves wile, 
and they went upon axioms of State in doing of it, 
but had they knowne their intereſt, they would ne- 
ver have crucified the Lord of glory. And the Apo- 
le, you ſee, gives this as the greateſt and moſt emi- 
nent inſtance of the folly ofState- policie which often 
Princes take up, againſt Chriſt, and the Wiſdome of the 
Gofpel,.ae true Wiſdome. And it is farther obſervable 
to this purpoſe, what likewiſe the Apoſtle ſaith in the 
following Chap.3.17. applying the ſame in ſubſtance 


' which hee here had obſerved upon their crucify- 


ing Chriſt , unto the defiling or deſtroying the 
Church of God, the Saints , which is the point in 
hsnd ) whom Chrift hath left behinde him , our 
of the like Carnall wiſdome and worldly policie , 
It ANY Man DEerilE Om Dzs TRoY THE 
Texpis Or Gop, Him SHALL Gop DESTROY: 
for the Temple of God & holy, Waricn Texts Arn 
Ys. Let no man deceive himſelfe ; If any man among you 
SnzxBTH To Bn WisSEk IN Tris WorkLD, 
let him become 8 foole that he = be wiſe, for the wiſdome 
of this world i fooliſhneſſe with God; for it « written, 
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It is the In- 
t:rpretation of 
Do@or Fack- 
ſon, which be. 
cauſe it openerh 
a Scripwure, I 
will give in his 
owne words : 
© Qur of this 
©« undoubr-d 
©* prenotion , 

« that this 
was the very 
time wherein 
the Lord had 
promiſed ro de- 
liver this pcos 
ple from the 
hands of their 
enemies, they 
became ſo 
prone (as the 
event proves 
they wcre) to 
take Arms and 
rebell againſt 
the Romans, 
partly about 
the time of our 
Saviours birth, 
but eſpecielly 
after bis Reſur- 
reftion. There 
was No man of 
great mieht or 
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Hz TaxETH Tum WisEk In THmIkR Own 
Crarrynas, As God caught thoſe Fewſh Princes 
and Priefts in their owne craftinaſ againſt Chriſt, {g 
will he for ever doe thoſc, that offer violence to his 
Saints , eſpecially when out of ſtate and worldly 
intereſts. That theſe Jews were taken in their own 
craftineſle, it it needed , might largely be (hewne, 
the thing they feared and avoided was brought up- 
on them ; the Romans came and took away their 
place and Nation to this day : yea and it was great- 
ly occaſioned by the ſame motive which in policy 
they embraced , whereby to avoid it, For as 
the rifing of many falſe Chriſts was the curſe of that 
Nation tor refuſing the True, and is made the figne of 
their deſtruQtion by our Saviour, Ma#.24.10 it was the 
Jews proneneſle to belceve that their Meſh ſhould 
come about that time, and deliver them from the 
Romane yoke, that the more encouraged them in 
their Rebellion and revolt from the Romans, which 
occaſioned their utter deſtruction by them. And 
ſo Tacitus , yea and Foſephus allo tid thereupon, 
interpret that Jewiſh Propheſie of the King of thy 
world to come ont of Fury, of veſpaſpan himlclte, that 
was the deſtroyer of them, ( he comming a Vi- 
or out of Fury, who was Lord of the world) God 
thus retorring out of the mouthes of theſe rwo wit- 
neſſes, a Heather and a Few, their former finne in re- 


potency among thera, which did nor take upon him,to promiſe this p:oples deliverance from 
the Rowane yoke ; and the multitude were as prone to belceve every cne that wou!d rake 
upon him the name and title of a Saviour, or Deliverer. The fore-fight of this proneneſle in 

-eat ones tO promile {aivation © this people, and rhe peoples proneneſle to belecve them, 
did occaſion our Saviour to-give thoſe admonitionsto his Diſciples, Beware of falſe Chrifts, 
Matth.24, ver.a. Mak 14.257 6. Luke 21.7.6. which would ariſe in Zury betore tix 
d:ſtruRion of 7erz/alem, with ſuch faire enticing promiſes and prerences of deliverance, 
that if it bad been poſſible, the very Elelt ſhould beve been d: cerved by them. In a Sermon 


vpn Luke 21. 25. 


jecting 


33. 
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\ jeRing their natwrall Lord, the true King (indeed) of 
the world, his ſonne : Thus returning ic (I fay) with 
the higheſt Reproofe upon theſe Jewes, by this, thar 
the Emperour of Rome * (their encmy and deſtroyer, * y,g,cuy. 
together with his lonne * ) ſhould obtaine and carry 
away the repute of that Prophetic (they relyed up- 
0n,too late) and this becauſe they came out otFudea, 
' | from the <xccuting that vengeance the Jews had 
| bythis broughr upontheir owne heads. This ha- ,, bleed be up- 
ving becne maniteſtly the deſtruction of that # «s «nd our 
Nation, and being likewiſe the pattern ofthe New neg _ 
Teſtame::t. Give me leave to give you this further tormerly fiid 
obſervation by che way about it : That God dif- 9:5 grcareſt 
poſed it in his providence ſo, that all States and tha rahes.. 
ſorts of men among them ſhould have their hands in 77 #94 upar 
| it, becauſe Gods purpoſe is not to deſtroy any Nati- Toujabes fo 
I on;for his peoples ſake, till all ſorts rherein concur in J:r.51.35. 
| their ill uſing of them. The ſecond Pſalme Pro- 
\ 8 phecying ofthe crucifying of Chriſt, ſayes, char che 
Heathen, the people, the Kings of the earth, the Rulers, 
tuke connſell againſt the Lords Anointed, which the 
Apoſtles in their Prayer (of which by and by) Ads 
4 27. interpret, That Herod, Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gemiles, and the people of Iſrael, were gathered together 
againſt his child Feſws : both the Eccleſiafticall and rhe 
Civil ftate among the Fewes, concurred in it, The $4- 
| nm» firſt, and Elders of the people; and they with 
; | Much adoe perſwade the proplt;and when rhat was with ry; hire 
dificuley done, it was long cre Pilate did conſent ; he Priefts avd Z.. 
kept off, and waſht his hands,though the people, Prieſts [, ME 
\ || andallfoughtco him, bur in the end yeelded, And Mar.z7.0. 
what was the reaſon that Pilate came inat length al- 
lo! Becauſe God would have the Romane Empire, 
F (which 


* Titzs, 
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(which he meant co break upon Chriſt and his Saint 
as the former) to be wound in, even inthe guilt of 
Chriſts blood, and to embrue their hands in it, as 
Pilate the Romane Governour did by his ſentence, and 
the Roman Souldicrs by execution. And therefore we 
find, Rev. 11. 8. Rome to be called the City where oy 
Lordwa crucified, becauſe by the power and juriſdi. 
Rion of that State : that ſo the'blood of «ll, yea even of 
Chriſt himſelfe, wwight be found in her at her defity 
Rion, Revel. 18. wlt. 

But to proceed in this Jewiſh ſtory. When ovr 14d 
Was «ſcended, we reade As 4. that when Peter and 
Fohn were preaching ts the people, the Priefts and the) 
Captaine of the Temple , and the Sadduces came up 
them, ver.1. and they laid hands onthem,and put themin 
hold,uver.3. Andrhenwvwer.23. my being let goe (onely 
with :hrearning to ſpeak no more in his name) they went 
their owne company , and there they went to Prayer: 
and what doc they urge to God but the fecond 2{dl 
and ſpread that before bim, meerly upon this occak- 
on, that they were falneupon, and interrupted in his 
worſhip, and threatned to preach no more inthat 
name, which they (being the relits of Chrift let 
behinde him here) were to hold forth, They prayed 
over with one accord the ſecond Pſalme, Lord then 
God which haft made heaven and earth, who by the mm 
of thy ſervant David haſt ſaid, Why did the heathen rags, 
and the _ imazine vaine things ? The Kings of tho 
earth ſtood np,and the Rulers were gathered together again 
the Lord and againſt his Chriſt. For of truth, againſt ily 
holy Child Feſws,, Wnom Trou Hasr Anorinrey, 
(and now anointed with the oyle of gladneſle abort 

his fellowes) beth Herod, and Pontine Pilate, with 1 
I | : Genie, 


ST —c > fl. o 


4 before the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 


| Tniles, and the people of Iſracl, were gathered together, 


&5. Theſe his Diſciples being his tellowes in his a- 
nointing, did accordingly (as you kere ſce} tereſt 
their cauſc in his, by putting God in mind what they 
did unco their Lord, in crucitying him, to provoke 
him thereby ro conſider what was now done ro 
themſ{clves, by the Rulers, Scribes, and Elders, Priefts, 
and Band of the Temple, ver. 1.5. | 

Well, ſtill che Jewes goe on, and follow the ſame 
trade, as out Saviour Chriſt in Zeke 21. 10, 11. fore- 
told his Diſciples that they ſhould; and withall, he 
forerold them that there ſhould be wars upon this, 
and commutions, Nation riſing againſt Nation,c+c. Bu - 
zrs Arr TrHzsx (ayes Chriſt) they ſhall lay their 
hands 033 you, and perſecute you, delivering you up to the 
Synagogues, and into priſon,| being brought before Kings 
and Rulers for my Names ſake. OurSaviour therein ſhew- 
ing that this perſecution of the Saints, ſhould be the 
cauſe of all theſe wars ; and ſo,of that Nations ruine, 
as well as his owne death, (ſo involving his cauſe and 
theirs together,) Bur they, as aforc the warres, ſo 
sfier the warres, and during the time of them, (Chriſt 
ayes) ſhould goc on and take no warning , this you 
find in Aer. 24. 7, 8,9. verſes compared, And this,ſayes 
Chriſt there , ſhall be «teſtimony wntoyos. 

Now that ſecond Pſalme (whither the Apoſtles 
bave brought us, and which the Apoſtles in the be- 
ginning of the Goſpel prayed thus over, againſt 
the Jewes) was by the holy Ghoſt intended againſt 
all Nations and Kingdomes that ſhould in like man- 
ner deal injuriouſly with the Saints, (as the Jews had 


_ done with Chriſt) to the end of the world, {o making 
this inſtance the pattern and example to the reſt. In 
"IP fl FE 
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the next words (if you read on) you find a ſolemny 
inauguration of Chrift,as King, now,when aſcended 
into heaven,T heave ſet my King ou my holy hill, with 1 
Proclamation & Declaration ofGodsDecree,and great 
Defigne under the New Teſtament , to be cffes- 
ed and accompliſhed by this his new King fer up, 
I Witt Dn®craxy the Dscrs . &c. ver.7,which 
(aS a Preface) refers to all that followes, and is in 
cffc& no other then the ſame you have all this while 
heard out of the Old. He gives Chriſt as a boone, 
upon his Inauguration,all theKingdomsofthe world, 
I will gre thee ((aith he) the Heathen for thine inheri. 
tance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſinn, 
Whar to doe © Either to break them , or conver 
them. Thou ſhalt bruiſe them with a rod of irow, and du 
them in pieces like apotters veſſell - and this driftthe 
Apoſtles well knew , and therefore pertinently urged 
it in their Prayer to God againſt the Jewes, which 
Prayer of theirs had a concurrent influence into their 
ruine. Now as the deſtruction of Feruſalem is made 
by Chriſt the fore-running type of the end ofthe 
world, ſo the deſtruction of that Nation for theſe 
their doings to Chriſt and his Apoſtles and their fol. 
lowers, isan example to all Kingdomes that ſhll 
doe the like afterwards unto the Saints : for which 
Chriſt hath and will break them alſo. Therefore hoy 
. ends the Plalme? Bzx Wizz O Yu Kines, Anv 
InsravcraD Y x JupGts Or Tux Earrn, &. 
Thar is in effet, All ye States and Princes of the | 
world,learn to know this your Inrzxz sr. Altirough 
this might be enough in the generall, for the whole 
New Teſtament : 
Yet come we tothe Romay Empire. The Book of the 
Re- 


2. The Romane 
_ Empire, 
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Jevel.is a Prophcſic of the deſtruQtion of thatEmpire, 
either as Heatheniſh in the whole, or elſe when Chri- 
ſtian (yet perſecuting then) in both the parts of ir, Baſt 
and Weſt. That Book is a Tragy-Comedy, which begins 
with a Kingdome given to be won by conqueſt*, and * xevel.s.s. 
ends with the Coronation of 4 King, and the marriaze_s Mar agpagy ng 
of bis Briae : and all between, is but the removing 9 Crit” 
of all ſuch lets and impediments, namely, of the Ro- 9s /o-th con. 
manc Monarchie, andall other Kingdoms which #has 7,5 ©** 
was broken into; ſo far asthey ſtand in his way, and 
polleſſe the roome of that Kingdome which he'is ro 


\ ſetup. That this is one main argument of that Book, 


I refer you to what that great and learned Interpre- 
ter, Maſter Atede, hath largely opened, 
And herein Chriſt, when he firſt began(the whole 

world then worſhipping Idols) had work enough to 

doc. He ſcts firſt upon conquering the whole Romane 

Empire, as it was Heatheniſh, and the worſhipof Satan 

and Idols in it, and inthree hundred yeercs he diſ- 

patcheth that , and throwes downe all both 7do/- 

wwſhjp, and Princes,that did uphold it, This the firſt c1,p.s. 

fix ſeales doe ſhew. Andthen when the whole Em- 

pire was turned Chriſtian, yet (as one well ſaid) theo 

devill did not turne Chriſtian : But under the name 
and profeſſion of Chriſt , he ſtirreth up the Arrian 

chriſiia world to periecute the Orthodox Chriſtians 

3 much 'as Heatheniſh Rome had dene, Burt Chriſt _ 

takes farther vengeance for this perſecution under | p2** &Y. 
both theſe; Heatheniſh and Arrian Rome *. The Empire the Saines lain 
having been divided aforc into two parts ; the Eaftery |n4crvoih.thu 
(all which now the Turk poſſeſſeth) and the Weſtern; thearthe ven- 
this in Europe: He falls firſt upon the WeſterneEuropean 9 yo rC 
part, breaking that by the incurſion of thoſe barba- ;',, :., © 
' EF 1q rows 
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rous Nations the Gorhs and Yaudalls; and this the 
fowre firſt trumpets doe ſound forth: Then for the x4. 
| ftern part of the Empire , (although his revenge way 
flower, yet)he reſerved them to the ſoreſt yengeance 
that could befall the Chriffian world, the conqueſt 
and tyrannie of the Saracess firlt, and afterwards the 
Turks, and theſe the fift and ſixt Trampets ſucceſlively 
held forth. Thus here is an end of the Roman Mo. 
narchic under the 'Emperours in the whole, and in 
the parts of ir. The Wefterne part in Emrope, was by 
occaſion of the Gorbs invaſion, broken into rex King. 
domes,which though helping the woman againſt the 
flood of Arrian perſecution,yet (through Satans ſedy. 
cing of them) they ſet up the Beaſ? , or Antichriſtia 
Rome,and theſe all together did joyn together to make 
as greata warre 4g4inft the Saints in the 13.Chapter, 
as the Hcathens and Arrians had done:And ſo Chiſt 
was in 4 manner as farre off his Kingdome as atthe 
firſt. Whatthen is the next great counter-plot of Je- 
ſus Chriſt ? It is to overcome theſe tex Kingdomes; 
ſo you find, Revel.17.14. They ſhaK(faith he) mak 
war with the Lambe, and the Lambe SHALL Overcous 
Tuzx, for heis Lordof Lords, and King of Kings, and 
they that are with him are called,and choſen, and faithfal, 
The world , though turned Chriſtian , yet in all the 
variations of it, goes on ſtill to perſecute the Saints; 
For why 2 the world wil be the world ſtill, and 
the Devill who is the Prince of the world, is the {ame 
ſtil], and ſo he ſtill fo)lowes that trade he had for- 
merly practiced, the ſame which you read of, ch. 
12. Ver. 17,cven to make war with the remnant of th 
womans ſeed, which keep the commandements of God, and 
have theteſtimony of Feſus. This is his defignc, _ 

= 
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the world turn never {ſo much, and refine as much as 
it will, Satan cndcavours ſtill to forme a party up a- 

them, whom he turns againſt the Saints, (or 
ſome of rhe Saicts) for thac is the great intereſt of his 
Kingdome, (as that place ſhews) it is more to perſe- 
cute the Saints, then to carry men on to ſinne, And 
he will be content to fall but upon a few ſometimes, 
rnthcr then be put out of this his trade. And 
therefore now beſides plain Popery which is prophe- 
cyed of in i Ti1.4. toariſc in the latter dayes : You 
: bave in 2 77. 3. I. another Propheſie of a ſort of 
men that ſhall ariſe inthe Lasr Darzs, (Fopery is 
Prophecyed of to be in the latter dayes) who,ſhall have 
| # forme of godlineſſe, and be deſpiſers of them that «re good: 
Thus the Devil hath carryed on his defign Age after 
| Age, and Jeſus Chriſt purſues more clolely his great 
| defigne allo, and will never leavetill he hath over- 
come: And Hu SHarr, Ovtncomn, for He « the 
Kine of Kings, and thoſe that axe with him are called chs- 
ſen and faithfull, And all this (if it were nor the ſcope 
of that Booke of the. Revelation) yet ſtory would 
make good. Why ſhould I inſtance in more ? you 
know the /ttle fone , Chriſt and his Saints, ſhall daſb 
al in pieces, Dan.2, But cnough. 
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 Youhave heard the truth of this point exemplified 
by all theſe inſtances, As for Reaſons of ir, the Scrip- 
ture affords a farre greater plenty then of 7»ſftances: 
and in many of the inſtances given, you may finde 
Reaſons adjoyned by God himſclte: as here in the 
Text, they are Gods enointed, in that example of E- 
Pypts overthrow, Gods firſt-borne , in that of Babels, 
twas the vengeance of Gods Temple, and ſo on. The 

time 
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I, Reaſon, 


time will give me leave to ſingle out but a very tw 
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of pr Doarine was this, That he greateſftin, " 


tereſt of all States and Princes, = in their uſage of they 
Saints, 10 deale illor well with them, i that whereon thei 
miſery or welfare doth depend. 

One _ of it is, (that which ſhould indeed haye 
been my firſt 0bſervation out of the Text, v/F,) They 
neerentſſe and dearneſſe of the Saints to God. You lee hoy 
rcnderhe is ofthem, T ou cx them nor. If you would 
underſtand the tendernefſe of Gods heart expreſſed 
in that word, parallel it with that, He that Toucuzry 
them, toucheth the Ares Or Mins Ern : andyoy 
havethcexpreſfion twice, ?/.17.8.and Zech.2.8.there 
is nothing more deare then the eye : you would have, 
pulled out your eyes , layes Paul : and of the cye, the 
p*pe, the black of the cye moſt. Whenthe Ammonite; 
required of the wen of Fabeſb Gilead, that they ſhould 
thruſt our all their right eyes, 1 $45. IT. 2. the Text 
ſaith, vey. 6. that when Saul heard of it , the Spirit of 
God came upon him, and his anger was greatly kindld, 
and he went and cut them off, and ſcattered them, 
ſo that not two of them were left together, It Saul thcit 
King, a tyrannicall King, was thus moved for this 
offer of an injury to the eyes of his SubjeRs, much 
more God for thoſe, who are to him as his own eye, 
yca asthe apple of it. Or if you will have this Reaſon 
in an cxpreſhon more neerely akin to the dodtine it 
ſelfe, they are dearer to God then Nations fimply confi- 
dered : the reaſon is ſtrong, That therefore, rhe [m6 
reſt of all Nations muſt needs lye in theſe Saints. Eſq 
43-3,4. 1 gave Egypt for thy rauſome, Ethiopia and Sthi 
for thee, ſince thou waſt precious in my ſight, thw 


haſt been honourable, and I have loved thee , foges 


Tore rhecomm mſec ralaman. © 


br] ive men for thee , . and people for thy lifes. 
Thashe valued under che Ol Te or 
did he give Nations for them then ? They have coſt 
him more ſince, they have coſt him the blood of his 
Sonne ; He that (pared not his owne Sonne, but delivered 
. himup for ws : how ſhall he not with him freely give us 
Air TyinGs ? Rom. 8.32. All things are theirs, 
the world, cc, becauſe they are Chriſts, Look what rea- 
ſons the Old Teſtament gives of this point in hand, 
from their neerenefle to God, the New Teſtamenc 
uſeth the ſame. They are my firſt- borne, (aid God tothe 
Kingdome of Zgypr, end therefore 1 will take away thy 
frſl-borne : The New Teſtament ſpeaks the ſame; 
they are the Church of the firſt-borne, written in heaven, 
Reb.12.23. Was it the vengeance of the Temple was 
Bel; overthrow ? the New Teſtament utrers the 
ſame, and to the ſame purpoſe, 1f any man deftroyes the 
Temple of God, him ſhall God deflroy : Fon Taz Tuxm- 
218 Or Gop Is Horv, which Temple are Y z,1 Cor. 
\ 8 3+ 27. Againe, 1ſrael is Holineſſe to the Lord, the firſt 
BH frivis of bis encreaſe, and therefore all that devoure him 
joull. offend, ( offend greatly) and evill ſhell come upon 
\ Bf thew, [ach the Lord, Fer. 2. 3. Thus ſpeaks the Old 
| I Teſtament. The ſame reaſon and expreſfſionsare gi- 
\ I venyouſee inthe New, The Temple of Ged 1s Hor rv, 
| If atdtheyarerhe Fins r Frum re of all hs creatures, 
Jaw.1. 18. Theſe are the redeemed from among men , and 
the Fizsr Fxu1Tts to God and the Lambe, and there- 
fore prevaile, Revel. 14. 4. | 
And as becauſe theyare thus deare to God, there- 
foreifthey be dealt ill withall, it is the cauſe of the 
ne of a Nation: ſo on the contrary likewiſe, if a 
| Nation deale well with them, it is a-cauſe of his ble(- +: 
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ſing upon them; Yea he doth give Nations and Scates 
their being for their ſakes. They «re « bleſſing in the, 
midft of the land , Eſay 19. 24. Inſo much as Gyd 
ſpareth the rree for a ſmall bunch of grapes,{{o he com. 
pareth his people in reſpeR of the reſt ofa Nation) 


| Deſtroy it not, for there iu ableſiing in'it, Eſay 65.8.0: 


rathcr as the ſame Eſaq, they are tothe whole tree, 
(the Nation they live in) what the p#ith, the heart, the 


ſubſtance is. As an oke whoſe ſubſtance is in them when 


caft their leaves, ſo the Hoy Sz nv (the Saints) ſhud 
be the Suzsrancs Or Ir. Eſay 6.ult. Thatpre. 
ſerves life in a Nation, when the branches of it 
are hewne , or it caft its leaves, Theſe things atc 
ſpokcn in relation to their being che cauſe of thepre- 
ſervation of a-nation in both theſe places. Saintsthar 


areas ſtrangers to a Nation , and onely make it their 


refuge, yet their preſence is in ſuch a caſe a preſeryz 
tionto them. Mozb., ({ayes God) Let mine on-cuſt 
dwell with thee, and be thow 4 covert to them, Eſay 16.4. 
And ver. 5. And in mercy ſhall the: throne be eſtabliſhed, 
Bat. much. more Na r 1 » Saints procure this 
bleſſing , their redation being: nearer and dearer; 
Of Sionit ſhell. bt ſaid, This and thet man was Born in 
her , And. what followes ? The higheſt himſelfe ſhui 
eſtabliſh her, Pſal. 87. 3. 

Secondly, another rea{on-is raken from the great 
intereſt the Saints have'in God' thee Governour, and 
the priviledge which themſelves have vouchtſated 
them by God, in ruling and governing: this world, 
and the.providences of God therein. They are rr 
Comnſellors to the great. King of Kings., who govets 
all the States and Kingdomes in the world ; and God 


doth givetheſe his Saints a Conmmiſcion to ſet pa 
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aull down by thcir prayers and imerccſlions, FheOld 
eſtament —_ in a high language, in Zſay 45. 
41:(E might have quoted it betore, for it comes 1n as 
the reafon of Gods ſetting up Cyrws for his pzoples 
lake) Aske me of things to come concerning my ſonnes , and 
concerning the Worr On My HanDs Command 
yz Mz. Who ſpeaks this ? The words atorc, are, 
Thus Sa1rH the Lord, the holy One of Iſrael, and hu 
Miker, It wouid have been blaiphemie tor usto have 
faid it, but that the Lord himſclte firſt hath ſaid it, 
and given them thus priviledge, Concerning the work 
of my hands command ye me, And which makes it the 
more obſcrvablc, before he doth in this place menti- 
oned confer rhis honour and priviledge upon them, 
he firſt (as on purpoſe) minds them of that infinite 
diftance and ditproportion betwixt himſelf and tacm, 
(foto put the more wonder upori it) herells them , 
v9,9,10. that they were bur the clay, he the Porter , 
that could not (therefore of right) ſay ſo much unto 
him abour his matters, as Why madeſt thow me thus ? 
Yet behold, I that amthus your Maker, give you leave 
todiſpoſe by your prayers the great works of my hands, 
which concerne my children , my ſonnes, the affaires 
of Kingdoms, even ſo faras they relateto their good. 
And he ſpeaks it upon this occaſion, that for their 
fakes he had raiſed up Cyrws , and pulled downe the 
Babylonian Monarchy, becauſe they by their prayers 
had ſought this. They are faid clſewhere to decree & 
thine, ſo Feb, and to bring it 10 paſſe, and God is ſaid to 
falfll their counſels. Andthis intereſt they have cither 
for good or cvi!l to the nations they live-in. Firſt, 
 forovill, Thus Revel.11.6. the two Witneſſes have po- 
wer ro (wite the earth with plagues 4s oft as they will: And 
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3. Reaſon, 


if anyman W111 hart them, in Tuts Mannzx hes 


ſhall be killed, that .is, with the higheſt and ſorch 


vengeance, and God evengeth them ſpeedily , Luke. 
18.8. And ſo for bleffine, The innocent delivers the 
Iſland throngh the pureneſſe of his hands,Fob 22. 30.Thus 
one righteous Lot was (tor the preient)-the cauſe of 
the reſcue of the Sodomites , the wickedeſt people 
in the world, and afterwards ordained to the grea- 
reſt judgement. 

A third reaſon, is, the Inrexzsr of Feſws Chrif 
himſelfe. And to ſhew that he is King, even King 
of Kings, and hath a Kingdom ordained to him and 
his Saints, ſupreame to all theirs,in the meane while, 
his deſign and practice is, and hath been, to break all 
Kingdoms that do oppolc him,or oppreſle his Saints, 
This reafon I might enlarge out of Daniel, The God of 
heaven ſhall ſet up a Kingdome which ſhall break in pit; 
and conſume all theſe Kinzdemes,but it ſhall ſkandfor uy, 


.Cha.z.44.and Chap.7.but I ſhall infift (inthis Headof 


Reaſons) onely upon that eminent ticle of Chriſts, 
(which holds forth this his Int sxz sT)thar he is cn- 
titled King Or Salnrts, Rev. 15. 3. which title is 
there given him, as in relation co the ſetting up his 
Worſhip, fo to the overthrowing and overcomming 
the Nations thar doe oppoſe his Saints, and this by 
the ſeven Yialls which their prayers have filled. And 
at that time (it is likewife there ſaid) he doth marve- 
lows works, being King of Saints. In the Old Teſtament 
he is called the Kize of Nations, (though he was King 
of Saints alſo then) to Fer. 10. 7. and he gave demon- 
ſtration of it tro purpoſe, by ſctting up that one Nati: 
on of the Jews, which he had hole of all nations, 
that 744 one nation ſhould ruine all the nations _ 

about 
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King of all thoſc other nations alſo. Burnow he hath 
ſcattered his Saints in and through all nations, (7how 

redeemed 14 out of all Nations, that is the language 
ofthe New Teftament)he is therefore therein called 
King of Saints : he carrying on the ſame defigne by 
thoſe Saints, which he did before, and is as able to 


| make it good, he being no lefle King of Nations ſtill,or 


Lord Almighty, (as you have it in that forc-cirted 
place.) And he being thus peculiarly etir Kizg, his 
intereſt is to maintaine, defend, and take part with 
them againſt all thoſe chat doe maligne them, as he 
didthe nation of the Jews. Itis his title, and his moſt 
royall ritle, and the greateſt title, that he is King of 
Sants ; he preferreth it to his title of being King of 
Nations ;that vaniſheth, and is not mentioned in com- 
pariſon, This therefore anſwerably muſt be his grea- 
teſt intereſt, which ofall other he now purſuetb. And 
therefore if all thoſe Nations in which his Saints - 
are, doenot bow to it, and comply with ir, he will 
ſhew himſclfe rhat he is King of $4/mts, and of Nati- 
ms alſo, by ruining of them. As the greateſt intereſt 
of the Devils Kingdome is to perſecute thoſe that keep 
the commandements of Feſws,{0 it is the greateſt intereſt 
of the Kingdome of Jeſus. Chriſt to preſerve his 


Saints, and to confound thoſe that injure them, for 


heisthe King of Saints, And further,in the 01d Teſta- 
ment, when this his Kingdome was farther off, and 
longer to come, and yct you have ſcene how ſtrongly 
be drove..on this deſigne then ; but in the New Te- 
fament he is aſcended,and perſonally as Mar inveſted 
into it ; We ſee Feſus crowned with glory and honour , 
(laith the Apoſtle, Heb, 2. whoſe faith was as reall in 
"i G 3 this 
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chis as our fight can be) and he S1rs there Exy xc: 
InG, aSthinking the time long, #4 af his enemics a; 
ſubducd, Heb. 10.13. which the ſame Apoſtle ciſe. 
where interpreteth, (and thercin ſpeaks home tothe 
point in hand) the putting downe af rule and dominies 
that are oppoſite to his Saints, 1 Cor. 15. 24, 25. 
verſes compared. And accordingly in all thoſe 
Pſalmes , where ever his aſcenſion and inveſtiture 
into his Kingdome at Gods right hand is prophecy. 
ed of , therethe ruine or converfion of Kings and 
Kingdomes are alſo ſpoken and prophecyed of, 
Reade Pſalm.2. Pſalm.68. Pſal.110. And lect me adde 
this to all, Thar as the ſhorter 399e Satan hath, the 
mote is his rage; ſo the ſhorter time Chriſt hat, 
and the nearer he is to the poſſeſſion of his King- 
dome, the more is his zcale for his Saints, and indig- 
nation againſt his enemics. His heart is ſet upon it, 
and the more eager doth his defire become every 
day to attaine his long expeQed Kingdome , and to 
throw downe all that oppoſe it: and theretore itis 
that we ſee in this latter age, he hath made ſuch 
changes inthe world. We have ſecn him. doe thu 
in a few yceres, that he hath not donein an hundred 
yeeres before; for he being King of Nations, and. King 
of Saints,he purſues his intereſt; and being more nectc 
his Kingdome, he takes is with wiolence. We are now 
within the whirle of it, therefore his motions arc 
rapt. Hence therefore all States and Kingdoms had 
need naw (ot all times clic) t# be infiraited ; and 
accordingly comply with this ewtereſt of Chriſt 5 it's 
more eſpecially now then ever their greateſt intereſt. 
It. is. well for us, that Jeſus Chriſt he is ous King, 
who is the King of Kines , and King of Saints : - 

| with- 
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Kingdorhe. 


Ps — 


APPLICATION. 


Shall come now to a word of Application, which Application. 
I ſhall diſpatch exceeding briefly. In thoſe tore-re- 
heatſed inftances I have carryed you over, and given 
: ou a proſpect of all Kingdomes throughout the 
ſtory of the Bible , and at laſt I brought you, and 
: ſet you downe , and left you in the times of theſe 
Teyne Kingdomes of Exnrope, of which the holy 
) Ghoſt hath prophecycd, Revelar. 17. 14. Theſe— 

(faith he) ſha make war with the Lambe, and the Lambe 

ſhall overcome them, for he i Lord of Hoſts , and Kiwe of 
) Kings, andihey that are with him, art called, and choſen, 
ad fairhfull. And it is certaine, we atc in the laft 
times of theſe kingdoms,and weall here livein one of 
them. But a word of Encouragement and Direttion to 
thoſe of this kingdome, 
| You have heard in thoſe words I laſt read, the r.5nc0urage- 
| preateſt fecuriry that any kingdoms can have intheſe 
| tines: for firſt, inthe gencrall,this Text holds forch 
plainly, that Jefus Chriſt by vertue of his being Kine 
of Kings, and being King of Seimts, (as you heard even 
now) he will overcome, and ſubdue theſe kingdomes 
| tohimſelfe, and yet (for our encouragement) not ſo 
to deſtroy them ; why © Becauſe thefe kingdoms, 
| a ſuch, ſhall deftroy the whore: and therefore ſhall 
a6t be overcome by way of deſotation, but by way of a 
more-happy conqueſt of Reformation and Conver fon : 
Thus theTexr ſeems cleerly to ſpeak; for rhe ten _— 
 (whic 
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( which are theſe ten kingdomes) ſhall hate the whore, 
and make her deſolate, and burne her with fire, ver ,16,As 
I have therctore thought this Text to be a barreto 
the projeRed Spaniſh Monarchy, over them, even then 
when it was in the greateſt height, and in moſt pro- 
bability ro have carryed it; ſo the greateſt ſecuri- 
ty for continuance and preſervation of theſe King- 
domes, becauſe they muſt remaine zemne Kings , 
or ſupreame States and kingdomes , untill the 
whore is burnt, for they muſt deſtroy her. And 
firſt, for their number, Tex - tis true, they have in- 
deed been more, yet never fewer, ſince the brea- 
king of the Romance Empire, And when it is ſaid 
ten K1nG s, it is not neceſſarily to be underſtood 
there ſhould be ſo many Monarchs alwayes, {in a 
ſtri& ſenſe as we uſe the phraſe) for in the language 
of this Book, Kings is put for Supreame States. Thus 
Rome is ſaid to have had ſeven Kings, and yet five 
of thoſe Governments were not Monarchicall. Theſe 
kingdomes may fall one upon another, there may. 
be civill broyles, and diviſions , and diftractions, 
and thereby they may be ſorely puniſht as wee 
have beene, for dealing ill with the Saints. Like- 
wiſe two may be joyned into one, and one may 
be broken into two, ſo they have varied in ſeverall 
times and ages, yet ſtil] they have ſtood, and at the 
leaſt the number of Tex hath beene kept up: and 
though they have made warre againſt the Lembe, and 
have beenpuniſht for ſodoing, yet the Lambe ſhall 
overcome them another way then by deſtroying 
them , even by winning ground upon them : ſo as 
where you ſec Jeſus Chriſt hath took footing in any 


one of theſe kingdomes by ſuch a way of conqueſt, 
(as 
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(sin ours he hath done a ſecond time for double ſe- 
curity) ſtand that Kingdome ſhall ill you ſee Rowe 
downe. 

Now the next thing I defire you to take notice of 
inthe words, is, the Reaſon why that Chriſt will thus 
overcome them, and preſerve them. Fox (ſayes 
ſayes the holy Ghoſt) thoſe rhat are with him , (name- 
ly,in theſe cen kingdomes , and ſo members there- 
ot) are called, and faithfull, and choſen. Therefore it 
iSthat che Lambe ſhall work theſe kingdomes abour, 
and win ground upon them , and ſhall cauſe them ar 
length ro hate the whore, and therefore they ſhall 
ſand till che whore be ruined,and how long after, he 
onely knowes that hath ſer them up. 

It hath been one great outward evidence to my 
faith, of the truth ot the New Teſtament, that whar 
was in this particular foretold in this Book fo di- 
ſintly ſhould ſo come to paſle as we ſee it hath done. 
When Fohn wrote this Prophefie, there were none 
of all theſe kingdomes ſet up, the Empire was not 
broken, You ſee the Empire hath been broken into 
theſe kingdomes, and they have given their power to 
the beaſt: and we know how rooted the power of the 

beaft once was in all theſe Kingdomes,ſoas, who could 
make war with the beaſt ? yer we have likewiſe ſeene 
the Lamb hath overcome many of them,eſpecially theſe 
Northers Kingdomes, where he hath (ct up his Tem- 
ple. He hath overcome them, and he wins ground 
upon us every day, and” works us up age after age 
to a farther Reformation, to more light and holi- 
nefſe, and ſo he will doe till he hath perfely over- 
come every Popiſh principle out of them. Wee 
lee all this done , we ſee likewiſe all theſe King- 
H domes 
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domes ſtand , and not ſubdued to any. one Civill 
Monatchic over them all : We ſce Rowe pro. 


*Revcl.17.18. pheſicd of in this Book *, yet ſtanding and poſſe(. 


fing ſome of theſe kingdomes. We ſee likewite my. 
titudes of faithfull called and choſen, whom God hath 
raiſed up in theſe kingdomes to oppoſe the Whore, 
All theſe things we have ſeen fulfilled, therefore ] 
beleve this ſhall be fulfilled too,that theſe kingdoms 
fhall ſill continue, where God hath fairhfull, called, 
and choſen,and thatthey ſhall be the ruine ofthe whore 
inthe end. Having ſeen and beleeved ſo far,we may 
_ well truft him for the reſt. This for the gene- 
rall. 

More particularly , to you of this Kingdome wee 
live in ; It you would yet know and be confirmedin 
what is your greateſt i»tereſt, this Text ſpeaks more 
punctually to the point, and it hoJds forth by way of 
Prophefie thus much to you, that your intereſt lyes 
(as you are one of theſe ten Kingdomes) in what] 
have hithe:to told you, even in Your faithfel, 
called, and choſen. And let me ipeak this for your pe- 
culiar encouragement farther : That look as where 
God doth give a command with a reaſon , upon 
whom the reaſon falls moſt ſtrongly , there ts the 
greateſt obligation; ſo where God gives a promile, 
and gives it with a reaſon, where moſt of the reaſon 
is found true , there certainly the promiſe will take 
place moſt in the tulfilling of it. Now uponwhat hath 
hee put the ſtanding of theſe kingdomes , and their 
being thus overcome by the Lambe , and that they ſhall 
hate the whore , ſo as to deſtroy her inthe end ? It ly- 
cth you ſec in this , that they that are with the 


Lambe, are faithfull, called, and choſew, Hee = 
the 
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che very reaſon of it _ this, The Lembe ſhall over- 
rome them, For (faith he) they that are with him, are 
called, and choſen, and faithfull, Now look upon this 
Iſeinwhich we live, and iitis the richeſt Ship, thar 
hath the moſt of che precious jewels of ourLord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in it, and the greateſt treaſure, 
ofany kingdome in the world, I had wall-nigh ſaid, 
all the world befides. Now where there are moſt 
ofcalled, choſen,and faithfull,certainly there (towards 
the time of Romes ruine ) the Promiſe will take the 
moſt effet. Here then lyes your Inrzxesr. You 
have it nor onely confirmed from the generall truth 
of that great point I have all this while been giving 
demonſtrations of , but further you have it con- 
firmed by a more ſpeciall charter of promiſe and 
propheſie ( which you may well beleeve, having 
ſeen ſo. much of ir fulfilled) granted forth to the(e 
tingdoms long before their erection. And as for 
this Kingdome , give mee leave, upon this ſo juſt 
and ſolemne an occafion, to take the boldneſle to ut- 
terthis in the ſame expreſſion which now well-nigh 
twenty yeeres agoe I uſed in publique , Thar if we 
had ſtood at Gods elbow when he bounded out the Na- 
tions, and appointed the times and ſeaſons that men 
ſhould live in, (as.the Apoſtle ſpeaks) we ſhould nor 
have known (unlefſe when Chriſt himſclfe was alive, 
and the Apoſtles, in thoſe Primitive times, unlefle 
itFades it ſelfe,where all theApoſtles were together) 
1a what age, or in what place, in what nation or king- 
dome we would have choſen to have lived in, in re- 
ſpe of the enjoyment ot the Goſpel, and the com- 
manion of Saints,more thenin this kingdome where-. 
twelive. Other Churches they have had the glory 
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of Reformation, and have had the honour in the firck Þ 
age of Reformation; but we though in that reſpeq 
have beenlike to bleare-ey'd Leah,yet have ſince beene 
abundantly the more fruitfull ot Saints, faithful, yl. 
led,and choſen. This is therefore our great (ecurity,and 
iris the more ſpeciall intereſt of this Kingdome in 
which we live, the Magna Charts of it. 


And therefore that which I ſhall make far. 
ther bold with your leave and patience is but 
onely this, to adde a word of Exhortation and Dj. 
reetion tO Maintalng Tuis InTaeresr, 
and to preſerveit, Tothis.cnd, confider,it is nor ſim. 
ply having Saints, and multitudes of Saints, called, 
faithfull, and choſen , but it is the uſing them kind, 
and dealing well with them, that is the intereſt ofa 
Nation, Fwdea it ſelte had the beſt of Saints, it had 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and multirudes of others alſo 
in that Countrey,(which were afterwards diſperſt in- 
to all Natrons) yet though they had theſe multitudes, 
becauſe they dealt unkindly with them, it was their 
ruine, and God provideda ſafety for thoſe his Saints, 
by diſperſing them into all Nations, through their 
perſecution of them. 

That worthy Duke of Rohaxn,that writ that Bookof 
the Civitt InrerREsST Or Tam n Srarzs Or 
EuxoOys, inhis Prefacetoit, ſayes, That according 
a the proper Int zxn sT of each hath been well or ill fil 
lowed , it hath cauſed the ruine of ſome, the greatneſſe of 1 
thers. That which that worthy Duke thus ſpeaketh 
of the Civill Tatereſt, give me leave, from all the 
grounds forementioned, to preſſe upon you concern 
ing that which is your greateſt intereſt; an ine 

ls mo 
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| moſtdivine, moſt generall, and tundamentall. The 
Saints of England are the Intereſt of England look to, 
and keep to this your intereſt, namely, maintaine— 
and ra is the Sazmts among you , and make provi- 
fon for them , as you would preſerve the King- 
dome. When afterwards the {ame Author parti- 
cularly comes to ſpeak of the proper intereſt of Eng- 
land, he hath a ſaying, (and he ſeems to ſpeak it as ..if 
it had been an Aphoriſme of che late Queens) thar 
t England is 4 mighty Animal, which can never die except 
it kill it ſelfev. To follow his Maxime in that 
) alſo, wee may apply it to this intereſt in hand. 
| There is a mighty body, and company of Saints 
| this Kingdome. Now if they could all be united 
| inone,and their diviſions and animoſities allayed,and 
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all reconciled and made one, I am confident we'need 
not feare if all the Nations of the world were gathe- 
redtogether round about us. But if ye bite and devoure 
one another, take heed ye be not conſumed oxeof another. It 
isaState Maxime as well as a Church rule, there is 
nothing elſe can deſtroy us. | 
-» Ifany man think 1 am a pleading for a liberty of 
. Klopinions, of what nature and how grofle ſoever, I 
humbly defire them ro remember that I onely plead 
for Saints, and I anſwer plainly, The Saints they need it 
#t, The Apoſtle tels us that there are damnable here- 
fies; ſo 2 Pet.2. 1,2. and they will ſoone unſaint men 
there are errors that are cap1tall, not holding the head,{0 
C4l.2.Do but diſtinguiſhthele from others, & let this 
be one foundation laid for this union. And when I 
lay Saints, I mean no one party.of men; Doe we not 
know that the new creature is found in circumciſion and 
in wncircamciſion, and as eminent inthe ones inthe 
| H 3 SDther? 
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Pſal.101.6, 


other? and it were the higheſt ſacriledgein the word 


toingroſle that title of Saints and the godly party to any 


one. CharaQers of Saints I need nor give you, it hath 
been the main ſubject of the preaching inthis King- 
dome for theſe forty yeeres and upwards,to deſcribe 
them to you, and diſtinguiſh men from men, 

As there are multitudes of fa#thfull, called, and che- 
ſen ones inthis Kingdome, ſo you , Henourable and 
worthy Senatours, are the cafea, and choſen, out of all 
theſe, to this great work, and have obtained mercy from 
our God, to be in a great mealure faithfall. Conſider 
the truſt God hath commitrced to you. You have the 
richeſt treaſury that I know God hath above ground 
elſewhere on carth. Tuz Saints Or Engriaw 
Axz Taz IntEtxasr Op ExGLiand, Write this 
upon your walls, to have it in your eye in all your 
conſultations , never to ſwerye from it for any other 
intereſt whatſocver. 

And have refpe& to the Saints, and tothe whole 
lump of them; if you will maintaine your intereſt 
whole and intire : have regard to the Saints Smair 
and Gxzar. You ſhall often finde that expreſſion, 
as-in Revel. 11.18. When the Kingdomes of the world be 
came the Kingdomes of Chriſt, and Revel. 19. when the 
whore is judged,ver.2.it is (aid,that all the Saints Sail 
and Gx tar reoyced. ver.5.7. Whatvow doth David 
make when he ſhould obtaire the Kingdome 2? Min: 
eyes ſhall be won Tn FarlrhruULL Or Tus 
Land, that they may dwell with me. Lex yours be ſo. 

You arethe ſhields of the earth, under God, and 
for his Saints: asin Pſal.q47. The ſbield ſhould defend 
the whole body, and all the parts and members ofit: 
You atxe- covering. Cherubims unto the Arke of wy 
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(lothe Prince of Tyre is called, ZFech.28.16.)ſtretch 
our wings from one cnd of the holy of holiesto the 
other, ſo as to cover all. You are the nailes of the 
Temple, and for the veſlels thereof, as Eliakine, Iſa, 
12. 24. is called a naile, on which Ar the weſſels 
fhould be hung, and by whom alike ſupported, the 
veſſels of S131 a 1 1. quantity, as well as great, fromthe 
veſſels of cups even 10 all the weſſels of flagons, {othe 
Prophet there ſpeaks, comparing the people of God 
tothe veſſels of the Sancuary, and ſmall weak Saints 
tothe veſſels of ſmaller quantity , and the ſtronger to 
the greater + and Eliakims toa nayle , anda like ſup- 
port to all, Shebna his Predecefſour had been an 
oppreſlor of the Saints, and therefare God ayes of 
him, that he ſhould be driven from his ſtation , and cut 
or ſawn off from the wall, ſo as the wall ſhould ſtand: 
and he would put Z/iakim in his roome, and hang all 
the Saints upon him. You are Mordecas's, and it is ſaid 
of him in Heft.10:3. that He was accepted of the multi- 
tade of his brethren, ſeeking the wealth of his people, and 
ſucking peace to Arr his ſeed, Youare likewile called 
Shepherds, now the Shepherds are to take care of all 
the ſheep. Oh ſee that all the ſheepbe folded,and have 
paſtures to lie downin : not only a ftaffe and a rod, bur 
falds & paſtures for them:rake care not of the ftrong on- 
ly,but of the = and the diſesſed,ſo the expreſſion is, 
Fiek.34.21.thoſe that are fick and diſcaſcd, that men 
dd puſh with their hornes till they were ſcattered «broad, 
not onely reduce them from their ſcatterings in 4 darke 
and « cloudy duy, as EXek.34. 13, 14. but feed thems in 4 
yd fold, and judge betwixt them and theſe that wonld puſh 
them, You are Fathers, and you fhould ſee proviſien 
made for all the children , and though thoyghgough 
| ; i& 
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waywardneſle will not eate together, yet let them 
not ſtarve. 

And to conclude,let me uſe your own word to yoy, 
Unx1rsz, or (if you will,the Apoſtles) Recoxcile all the 
Saints in this Kingdome together. Providence hath 
diſpoſed it ſo, that they doc and will differ in judge- 
ment. The Apoſtles, who were Oracles infallible, 
could not in their times wholly prevent it. And dif- 
fering thus in judgement , they will hardly ever of 
themſelves agree. Burt it is your work, and will be 
your honour, to make them and to cauſe them ſo to 
doe, and to finde out wayes whereby this maybe 
done, notwithſtanding theſe their differences. Thus 


Lege Euſebium in vita Conſtantini, lib. 3, c. 13. Conſt G_—_ dealt m_ - Recog- 
I oe conſilio interfuit, reconciliavir eos gui diflt- ciler amongft his Divines ,and 
debant,& ad contordiam perſuaſit : Eos qui pw he did it with ſuccefle. It is 
Co tehis, quzm ones ad cemcondeam re. Of all works the happyeſt and 
voceverit, & tum bancquaſt SE CUN DAM moſt glorious , for it was Je- 
ICTORIAN vai, hong fprn, Feſwm ſus Chriſt his eminent work. 
Triumphale celcbravit. Whitak.comr.z.quaſt.4, wah. a: 14. He is our Pracs, 
who hath made both one, and hath broken downe the parti- 

tion wall between #5, having aboliſht in his fleſhthe enmity: 

and agreaterenmity was betwixt Jews and Gentiles, 

then among us. He did it by his blood ; doe you min- 

gle his blood with faith, and mingle therewith but 

the Rules given by the Apoſtles, by which they e- 
fetedthis, as in Rom. 14. when one beleewved that he 

might eate all things, another that was weake durſt not, 

bur eate hearbs, wer.2. Let not hims that eateth, ſayes he 

in this caſc, deſpiſe him that eateth not ; and let not him 

that eateth not, judge him that eateth. And ver. 14. Lt 

7% not judge one another any more, Certainly this rule, 

with{uch others, reduced to praQtice, as are _— 
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ir writings , would heale all. I ſhall not ſtand 
19 diſpute that place now. I ſhall oncly+ upon 
, ecafion thereof, acquaint you with an Obſervati- 


c FF @n, whichto me was ſtrange (having confidered for- 
h FF -ftier proceedings) when I firſt found ir. In the late 


Bok of Canons that were made juſt afore this Parlia- 
> | ment, and ſtirs began, when the Biſhops would have 
- | brought in bowivg towards the Communion Table, 
t i (the Altar, as it was called) after many ſpecious co- 
© IF lours prefaced thereto, they cloſe all with this, 7z 
0 if thepraftice or omiſiion of this Rite , we deſire thut the- 
c 

$ 


Ruzza Or CrHanattyy preſcribed by Trnz Avo- 
$71.8 2449 be obſerved,which w, That they which - this 
| Rite, Dassyisz Nor ther who uſe it pet, that they who 
d v{eitnor,Conrumns Mor theſe that uſe it.Could they 
S I nothave ſaid fo ſooncr © The obſerving this very rule 
| | abputthoſe other things urged by them, had ended 
allthe quarrels, prevented all the opprefſions of ten- 
derconiciences , that were during all their dayes ; 
; | ithad ſaved and prevented the filencing of how ma- 
ny faithfull Minifers by them ! Burt God, (who 
who afore he puniſheth, uſually takes evidence, or at 
leaſt layesa ground of their convition whom he pu- 
* | 95h) when be had once drawne this out from 
| © them, (though they did ir for an end to facilitate the 
traduction of that which was a novelty) yet then ex 
_ Wetas, out of their owne monuthes he condemnes them, 
and ſtayes not 2 moment from theexecution. Bur 
tom that time and word uttered by them and pub- | 
| libed to the world,began their ruine, ic haftned, and 
latncd infencly, | 
\[amconfident ef it, that Chriſt that King of Saints 
Wis in heaven, he willaotreftrill fachgj hee 
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hath made us'one, if notin judgement, yet in fobgy} - 
rance ; and that if we will not take warning, and will 
not agree it, that eicher Amichriſt, or Feſws Chris 
himſelte will come in upon us, and we ſhall be mad| 
to doc it one way or other, | TT 

Bur if this great defigne of reconciling all the 

| Saints could be broughe to a full iſſue and pertegi. 
on: and if this your Intereft, (4regard had io allthe 
Saints in this Kingdome , which to me upon all the 
grounds fore-mentioned is the greateft Intereſt of 
this Kingdome)be followed and maintained, Iwould 
not fearc, though (as the PR Zachary ſaith of Te 
ruſalem, Chap.z .ver.3.) all the people of the earth wer: 


gathered together againſt-us. We icarc forraigne For- 
ces; certainly ler us keep to our owne proper Inte 
reſt, and then it all the Nations of the world werega. 


chered together againſt us,I beleeve they would have * 
the hardeſt pull of this Nation that ever was of any; 
Tas Lonp Is Hzxs, (as the Prophet ſpeaks, Ee, 
35-10.) or (let me expreſle it in thoſe ſimilitudes Z- 
charythere uſeth) if they ſhould come, and think to 
devoure us, they will find this Kingdome to be acuy 
of poyſen to them, wer.2. (ſo tis in your margents, but 
we reade it, 4cup of trembling) which they muſt not 
onely vomit up againc , bur will be their death and 
deſtruftion : they will finde it to be a barthenſone/ 
fone,as ver.z. which while they goe about to over- 
turne, or ſtirre, or meddle withal], it ſhall fall back 
upon them, and cut them to pieces. 1 will make Fers- 
ſalema wr pay 67 for all people , all that burthen 
themſebves with it ſhall be cat in pieces, though all the pt- 
Ple of the earth be gathered together againſt it. And y 
.thataaaghe Gov zxnoOxs Or Juban,(as at the 6,vt,) 
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ſha! Ne 48 an barth of fire among thewood,and atorch of fire 
"a heefe ;, and all thar oppolie you and riſc up againſt 
ſhall be buras ſo many ſtrawes. Take a ſtack of 
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= great for bulk and number, and lay it upon a 
Few coales of fire upon an hearth, and what will be- 
- come of them all ? though they cover the fire a 
- WU while, yetthey will ſoone be conſumed and burnr up, 
7 Read the 6.wver.7 will make (ſaith God) Tux Gov zx- 
e xORs of Fudah like a harth of fire among the wood, and 
fi like atorch of fire in a ſheafe, and they ſhall devoure all the 


q people round about , on the right hand and on the left. 
, Iſhall oncly end with what is further ſpoken there 
« | oftheſc Governours of F#da- inthe 5, verſe, (which 
- B ische ſummeof what L have ſaid) Tux Govaxnoxs 


] 0 rx. Fudah Suair Sar In Trzix Hearts , (as 
. comforting themſelves thereby ) The inhabitants o 
B 9p et be my STRENGTH, #1 the Lord of ne 4 
'Tuzix Gov. And ſo ſay you, the Sajnrs of this ou 
Feruſalem are our greateſt InTzxesr and ſecurity 
through the Lord of Hoſts, his being our God : And let 
this ſaying be ever in your hearts, to encourage and 
to guide you. : 
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Die Mercurii 25, Feb. 1645. 
} adored by the Commons aſſembled in Parliament, That Sir Robert Har- 
ley «nd Maſter Purefoy doe from this Houſe give Thanks to Maſter 
Thomas Goodwin for the great paines be took in the Sermon be preached 
| thitday at the intreaty of this Houſe at S.Margarets Weſtminſter, (it being 
, the day of Publique Humiliation) And to deſire him to print hu Sermon. And 
"Ks Ordered,that none ſhall print bi Sermon without licenſe under bu hand 


. H. Elſynge Cler, Parl, Dom. Com, 


MH 7 de appoint Robert Dawlman to print thi Sermon, , : 
'_- £3 . Dawin, 
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